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ADVERTISEMENT. 

X  HE  Letters,  of  which  the  following  fheets  con- 
tain a  tranhaiijn,  were  addrefled  to  an  Ir.habnant  of 
America,  much  about  the  time  when  the  Uni:ed  t 
were  threatened  with  a  Revolution.  fame 

principles,  with  that  which  they  de 
the  fpirit  of  the  governme;.  the  enlightened  z 

of  the  People  reprtiTed,  before  the  unhappy  experie. 
of  Geneva  had  lhewn  the  real  nature  tad  ultimate  con- 
fcquences  of  it.     They  are  the  more  worthy  cf  ac- 
tion, as  the  Author   actually  and  figned 
the  treaty  mentioned  in  the  firft  letter,  with  G 
Montefquiou  y    and   was   an    eye-witnefs  to   the    firft 
part  of  the  Revolution,  which  the  violation  of  that 
treaty    by  the  French  introduced.     To  the  prefent 
Edition,  he  has  added  fome  important  facts,   which 
either  had  not  taken  place,  or  were  not  known   in 
England,  when  the  former  Edition  was  publifhed,  as 
well  as  fome  explanatory  notes,  which,  he  hopes,  will 
not  be  thought  unnecefTary  to  an  Englijh  reader. 

When  the  Translator  firft  read  thefe  Letters,  he 
thought  it  would  not  be  mis-fpending  his  time,  to 
employ  a  few  hours,  in  giving  thofe  who  do  not  under- 
stand the  French  language,  an  opportunity  of  receiving 
from  them,  fome  (hare  of  the  pleafure  and  inftructicn 
they  have  afforded  himfelf  j  and  he  was  the  n 
encouraged   to  undertake  the  tafk,   ai  he  obferved 

A  an 
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an  unufual  concurrence  of  opinion  in  thofe  who  had 
read  them,  than  a  tranflation  might,  at  the  prefent 
period,  be  as  ufeful,  as  the  originals  themfelves  are  in- 
teresting. 

In  truth,  the  new  political  doctrines  which  have, 
for  fometimqpaft,  been  propagated  in  Europe,  are  fo 
well  contrived  to  impofe  upon  the  imaginations,  and 

ud  even  the  virtues  of  thofe  who  liften  to  them, 
that  it  is  not  to  be  wondered  at,  if  fome,  in  this  country, 
have  received  them  with  approbation,  and  at  firft  per- 

have  felt  a  wifh  to  fee  them  reduced  to  practice. 
To  fuch,  it  is  hoped  th  Letters  will  be  inftructive, 

as  they  exhibit  the  refult  of  the  experiment  in  a  country, 
in  which  it  is  impofflbJe  to  fay,  that  it  was  not  fairly 
tried.  They  mew,  as  clearly  as  Hiftory  can  illuftrate 
any  propofition  whatever,  that  the  only  object  of  thofe 
who  propagate  fuch  doctrines,  is,  and  ever  will  be, 
the  attainment  of  their  own  felfiQi  purpofes  ;    that 

•/>',  Equality ,  and  the  Rights  of  Man,  are  terms 
adopted  by  them,  merely  to  gain  credit  with  the  Peo- 

and  that  ever)-    Revolution  effected  upon  their 

-s,  muft  end  as  that  of  Geneva  has  ended,  by 

putting  the  whole  power  of  the  State  into  the  hands  of 

a  few,  who  riot  uncontrouled  on  the  fpoils  of  their 

Country,  while  the  Sovereign  People  is  left  to  amufe 

ngs  of  hunger,   and  the  agonies  of  remorfe, 

6  rattles   of    U;::vc}fal  Suffrage,  and  perfect 

political  Eyuu. 

It  is  true,  that  the  fcale  on  which  the  experiment 
i,  is  a  fmall  one  j    but  it  is,  perhaps,  on  that 

account 
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account  better  calculated  to  fhewthe  action  of  the  feve- 
ral  parts,  and  their  connexion  with  each  other. 

It  certainly  affords  fome  excufe  for  the  conduct  of 
the  people  of  property  in  Geneva,  that  they  were  borne 
down  by  the  irrefiftible  weight  of  a  Power  which  had 
previoufly  determined,  that  no  effort  of  theirs  to 
preferve  their  Conftitution,  ihould  be  effectual. 
But  no  fuch  apology  can  ever  be  offered  for  the 
people  of  this  Country :  if  the  Conftitution,  and  with 
the  Conftitution,  the  Liberty  of  Great  Britain,  ever 
fall  a  facrifice  to  the  doctrines  oijacobinifm,  it  muft  be 
her  own  fault.  She  has  within  herfelf  a  principle  of 
fecurity,  which,  if  vigoroufly  exerted,  will  enable 
her  to  ride  through  the  ftorm,  that  threatens  to  wreck 
her  neighbours.  That  principle  is  the  active  union, 
and  fteady  co-operation  of  all  ranks  of  People  in  the 
Kingdom,  to  watch  with  vigilance,  and  reprefs  with 
feverity,  the  flighted  attempt  to  introduce,  under 
whatever  pretext,  or  for  whatever  purpofe,  any  part 
of  that  baleful  fyftem  into  it. 

In  fo  fliort  a  fpace  of  time  as  eighteen  months  did 
the  Revolutionary  Peftilence  reduce  the  once- happy 
and  flourilhing  Geneva,  to  a  ftate  of  anarchy,  mifery, 
and  depopulation,  of  which  modern  Hiftory  affords  no 
other  example.  And  let  not  the  people  of  this 
country  forget  that  the  firft  fymptom  of  the  contagion 
was  the  adoption  and  ufe  of  the  term  Citizen-,  from 
the  familiar  eftablifhment  of  that  term,  it  proceeded 
to  the  right  of  Universal  Suffrage,  which  was  foon 

followed 
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followed  by  the  Meeting  of  a  National  Convention, 

by  the  creation  of  a 

eh,  after  iufpending  the 

;f  the  Country,  and  plundering, 

banifhing,  o  man  of  property 

:s  reach,  has  at  length  eftabliftied 

a  fyftem  t  ofe  wanton  tyranny,  and  un- 

E  mpletely  refuie  the  affertion, 

rrpetrated  in  France  are  to  be  im- 

-ie  combination  formed  againft  her, 

it  Power  in  the  petty  Revo- 

>n  of  Geneva,  ex  e  impudent  hypocrify  of 

it  (he  never  interferes  in  :  eftic 

xhcf  Nations. 


London,  Aug.  22,  1794. 

1  O  you,  Sir,  who  have  on  all  occafions  felt  to 
warmly  for  rhe  profperiry  of  Geneva,  and  are  (6 
intimately  acquainted  with  the  hiftory  of  her  long 
and  painful  exertions  for  the  attainment,  and  in  defence 

er  liberty,  a  plain  and  Grr.ple   account  of  die 

"es,  which  have  for  ever  deprived   her  of  that 

invaluable  blefiing,  cannot  but  be  interefting.     May 

example  of  the  moft  democrarical,  and,  at  the 
fame  time,  one  of  the  mot  happy  Stares  in  the  Old 
reach  die  inhabitants  of  the  New,  how  feeble 
a  barrier  fecarates  liberty  from  licentioofnefs,  and 
how  inevitably,  the  abufe  of  freedom  leads  to  the 
lofs  of  it ! 

I  need  not  inform  you,  Sir,  that,  after  a  long 
ftruggk,  the  Constitutional  Party  at  Geneva  was 
obliged  to  yield,  in  1782,  to  the  irrefiftible  power  of 
the  Count  de  Vcfjaaus.  That  Minifter  took  infi- 
nitely greater  pains  to  deftroy  democracy,  at  Geneva, 
than  to  eftablifh  it,  at  the  lame  period,  in  America : 
his  intrigues,  however,  were  defeated,  and  he  was 
obliged  to  refort  to  more  violent  means.  Some  of 
the  troops  which  had  ferved  in  America,  marched  into 
the  town ;  and  after  driving  away  the  principal  de- 
fenders of  our  fundamental  Conttirution,  ereded  on 
the  ruins  of  it,  not  indeed  an  hereditary  Ariftocracy,. 
but  a  form  of  Government,  of  which  it  is  enough  to 

that  it  required  the  conftant  fupport  of  foreign 
force,  to  maintain  it  againft  the  declared  averfion  o£ 
by  far,  the  greater  part  of  the  people  of  Geneva-  It 
was  impoffible,  however,  that  fuch  a  fyftem  could  laft 
longer  than  the  Minifter  who  framed  it;  and  accord- 

B  "g7 


[  2  ] 

ingly,  upon  the  death  of  Be  Vergennes,  the  very  men 
whofe  ambicion  he  thought  he  had  been  gratifying,  in 
doing  what  he  had  done,  concurred  almoft  unani- 
moufly  in  deftroying  it.  Our  ancient  Republican 
Conftitution  was  triumphantly  reftored ;  its  advocates 
were  recalled,  and  reinitiated  in  their  offices  ;  and  the 
long  contcu  between  the  people  and  the  adminiftra- 
tive  bodies,  completely  terminated  in  favour  of  the 
former. 

This  happy  event  was  begun  in  1789,  and  com- 
pleted in  1791,  and  is  in  many  refpecls  one  of  the 
mod  important  in  our  hiftory.  It/reilored  the  cordial 
union,  which  had  formerly  pervaded  every  part  of  the 
State.*"  Our  commerce  and  manufactures  flourished  ; 
and  our  Univerfity,  the  copious  fpring  of  all  our  pad 
and  prefent  enjoyments,  communicated  a  fpirit   of 

exertion 

*  For  all  common  purpofes  the  Executive  Power  was  lodged 
in  two  Councils,  one  of  which,  called  the  Little  Council,  con- 
fifled  of  28  members,  who,  when  defied,  held  their  iituations 
for  life;  the  other,  or  Great  Council,  was  compofed  of  250 
members,  who,  by  a  law  parTed  in  1791,  were  elected  for  {even 
year*,  and  went  out  in  rotation.  The  adminiftration  of  juftice 
was  entrufted  to  the  Little  Council,  uader  the  direction  of  4  Pre- 
sidents cr  Syndics,  annually  elected  out  of  it,  and  fubjec~t  to  an 
appeal  in  moft  cafes  to  the  Great  Council :  but  the  fupreme 
fovereign  authority  of  the  State  reuded  wholly  and  exclusively 
in  the  General  Afiembly  of  the  People,  which  was  compofed  of 
fuch  as  inherited  or  had  purchafed  the  title  of  Citizens.  Such 
defcendants  of  foreigners  as  were  not  entitled  to  the  privileges 
of  that  character,  were  called  Natives,  and,  by  a  law  pafled  in 
1 79 1,  might  be  admitted  to  them  on  payment  of  a  fmall  fine  ; 
but  the  number  of  citizens  by  birth  was  fo  great,  and  the  fine 
by  the  payment  of  which  the  natives  became  citizens,  was 
fo  inconfiderable,  that  nearly  three  fourths  of  the  Genevefe  who 
were  of  age,  and  in  folvent  circumftances,  were  members  of  the 
General  Affembly. 

This  fovereign  Body,  thus  compofed,  poffefTed  the  whole 
legiflative  power  of  the  State  :  it  elected  all  the  magiftrates,  all 
the  officers  of  State,  and  all  the  members  of  the  two  Councils  ; 
it  made  peace  and  declared  war  ;  it  ratified  treaties  with  foreign 
Powers,  and  impofed  taxes.    But  at  the  fame  time  it  exercifed 

thefe 
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exertion  and  enterprife  to  the  arts  and  fciences,  which 
was  not  exceeded,  in  the  molt  populous  and  extcnfive 
kingdoms.  Such  was,  and  luch  indeed  had  been  ♦ 
the  proiperity  of  Geneva,  chat  within  the  prefent 
century,  our  population  had  doubled,  our  wealth  had 
increaied  in  a  ten-fold  proportion,  knowledge  was 
very  generally  diffufed,  and  foreigners  faw  with  equal 
pleafure  and  aftonifhment,  thac,  in  a  diftricl:  whofe 
inhabitants  did  not  exceed  thirty  thoufand,  there  were, 
at  the  fame  period,  as  great  a  number  of  men  of  emi- 
nence in  the  arts,  in  polite  literature,  and  fcience,  as 
could  be  found  in  any  one  of  the  three  northern 
kingdoms  *of  Europe  :  Such  were  the  confequences  of 
freedom  and  a  good  fy item  of  education. 

But  this  pleafing  profpecl  was  of  very  fhort  dura- 
tion ;  and  we  had  hardly  begun  to  recover  from  the 
effects  of  the   blow  we  had   lately  received,  when 

B  2  another 

thefe  important  prerogatives  under  reftri&ions  which  prevented 
the  inconveniences  naturally  arifing  from  fo  democratical  a  Con- 
ftitution ;  for  it  could  be  convened  by  none  but  the  Syndics  and 
the  two  Councils  ;  it  could  enter  upon  no  bufinefs  but  fuch  as 
they  laid  before  it :  no  bufinefs  could  be  laid  before  it  which 
had  not  previoufly  been  feparatcly  difcufled  and  approved  in 
each  of  the  Councils ;  and  finally,  it  had  no  power  but  of  fimply 
afrenting  to,  or  diflenting  from,  what  was  laid  before  it,  without 
modification,  and  without  debate. 

Such  was  the  Conltitution  of  Geneva,  when  the  attack  which 
is  the  fubject  of  the  following  narrative  was  made  upon  it ;  and 
fuch  it  had  been  ever  fince  the  reformation,  with  the  exception 
of  fuch  momentary  interruptions  as  naturally  happen,  and  are 
to  be  expecled,  in  a  State  where  almolt  every  member  of  the 
community  has,  and  any  member  of  it  may  eafily  have,  a  fhare 
in  the  Government.  The  falutary  reflriclions  and  judicious 
modifications  which  I  have  mentioned  had  by  degrees  ripened 
the  Conftitution  of  Geneva  into  what  Rouffeau  thought  the 
fublimeft  work  of  political  <w if dom  which  the  world  had  ever  {een. 
The  French  affect  to  idolize  the  memory  of  RoufTeau,  in  whofe 
opinion  <(  the  mojl  per  feci  liberty  is  dearly  pur  chafed  by  the 
"  effufion  of  a  Jingle  drop  cf  bleed.1  y  What  would  he  have  thought 
of  his  worfhippers,  had  he  lived  to  fee  the  object  of  his  greateft 
reverence,  and  moft  affectionate  attachment,  made  the  firft  facri- 
fice  on  the  bloody  altars  of  a  fyftem  of  which  they  cail  him 
the  author  ? 
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another  attack  was  made  upon  us,-from  the  fame 
quarter,  but  under  a  different  name ;  it  was  made 
under  the  facred  name  of  Liberty  itfelf,  and  with  it 
has,  I  fear,  for  ever  deftroyed  all  the  refpe&able  qua- 
lities, and  elevated  virtues,  which  nourifh  and  Sup- 
port it.  In  fhort,  the  French  had  no  fooner  refolved, 
in  1792,  to  attack  the  King  of  Sardinia,  than  we 
received  intelligence  from  Paris,  on  which  we  could 
depend,  that  General  Montefquiou,  who  was  to  com- 
mand that  expedition,  had  received  fecret  orders,  of 
a  nature  very  hoflile  to  Geneva.  Thefe  orders  were 
given  by  the  BrifTotins,  who,  it  is  well  known,  had 
projedted  a  plan  of  furrounding  France  with  a  chain 
of  Republics,  formed  on  the  fame  principles  with  irfelf. 
Savoy  was  deftined  to  form  one  of  thofe  Republics, 
and  Geneva  was  to  be  the  capital  of  it  -,  an  honour, 
which  it  was  to  purchafe,  at  the  expence  of  its  own 
newly-recovered  Contlitution. 

The  Swifs,  our  ancient  and  faithful  Allies,  pre- 
pared to  fhare  our  danger,  as  foon  as  they  were 
informed  of  it,  and  immediately  fent  1600  men  to 
our  afliftance ;  and  indeed  no  time  was  to  be  loft ; 
for  General  Montefquieu  had  advanced  towards 
Geneva  the  very  day  after  that  on  which  he  entered 
Savoy.  His  orders  (which  have  fince  been  publifhed) 
were,  that,  as  the  pojfeffion  of  Geneva  was  necejfory  for 
fecuring  Savoy,  he  was  to  enter  it  by  force,  ifneeejfary, 
and  to  take  20,000  mufkets  which  were  in  it,  and  of 
which  the  French  Republic  was  in  need* 

Our  brave  Allies,  however,  had  time  enough  to 
throw  themfelves  into  the  town,  before  the  French  had 
completely  furrounded  it.     On  the  5th  day  of  Octo- 
ber 

*  The  letter  of  Ser<van,  the  Minifter  at  War,  dated 
October  3,  1792,  concluded  with  thefe  words  '.—If  you  art 
told  that  thefe  mujkets  are  necefj'ary  for  the  defence  of  the  town,  you 
may  remonjt  their  apprehenjions,  by  leaving  them  4  or  5000  men  to 
take  care  of  them*  Ton  may  thin  convert  Geneva  into  a  barrier  of 
the  Republic. 
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ber  1792,  the  Deputies,  whom  we  had  fent  to  enquire 
into  the  caufe  of  this  unexpected  attack,  were  told  by 
the  French  Commander,  <c  That  the  Government  of 
"  Geneva  had  infulted  the  French  Republic,  by  calling 
<c  in  the  aid  of  the  Swifs,  to  repel  an  attack  which  was 
"  never  intended  to  be  made,  and  which  nothing  but 
"that  ftep  hadfuggeftedj  that  the  Magiftrates  of 
"  Geneva  were  (perhaps  without  meaning  it)  the 
u  abettors  of  the  enemies  of  France,  and  (as  a  proof 
*  of  their  ill-will  towards  her)  had  permitted  fome 
<c  of  the  emigrants  to  fettle  in  Geneva,  and  others  to 
"  pafs  through  it,  in  making  their  retreat  into  other 
"countries." 

To  this  charge  o.ur  Deputies  anfwered,  that  diftruft 
is  the  only  fecurity  of  the  weak,  in  their  intercourfe 
with  the  (trong.  They  appealed  to  a  letter  written 
by  one  of  the  French  Minilters  feveral  days  before 
any  application  had  been  made  to  the  Swifs,  in  which, 
without  feeming  to  think  it  probable,  or  even  pof- 
fible,  that  the  Genevefe  would  make  any  refiftance  s 
and  as  if  his  intention  had  been  to  prepare  them  for 
the  event,  he  informed  them  of  the  refolutions  taken 
againft  them. — They  juftified  the  interpofition  of 
their  AJlies,  by  many  precedents ;  and  mewed,  that 
whenever  Savoy  became  the  fcene  of  war,  Ge- 
neva had  always  claimed,  and  as  regularly  received, 
their  afliftancej  that  the  right  of  taking  that  ftep,  which, 
after  all,  was  only  a  precaution  to  prevent  polTible  evil, 
was  acknowledged  in  many  folemn  treaties,  of  which 
France  herfclf  was  the  guarantee,  and  had  never 
given  offence  to  any  of  her  Monarchs,  not  even 
to  Lewis  XIV.  in  whofe  reign  it  has  been  reforted  to, 
as  often  as  it  was  deemed  necelTary  -,  ajad  as  a  farther 
proof  of  the  innocence  of  our  intentions,  they  re- 
minded the  General,  that  we  were  at  that  moment 
the  only  fovereign  State  which  had  acknowledged  the 
French  Republic  ;  that,  at  the  very  beginning  of  the 
Revolution,  we   had  opened  our  granaries,  for  the 

relief 
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relief  of  one  of  their  diftricls,  againfl:  the  preflure  of 
a  fcarcity,  to  which  we  ourfelves  were  equally  expofed; 
and  that,  when  that  diftricl:  was  apprehenfive  of  a 
counter-revolution,  and  had  applied  to  us  for  aiTift- 
ance,  we  had  furnifhed  it  with  arms,  which  fo  far 
from  being  returned  to  us,  as  had  been  folemnly 
promifed,  were  now  to  be  employed  againft  us. 

Thefe  arguments,  unanfwerable  as  they  were,  would 
have  been  of  little  avail,  had  they  not  been  fupported 
by  all  the  influence,  and  all  the  abilities  of  the  upright 
and  honourable  man,  to  whom  they  were  addrefTed. 
In  his  report  to  the  French  Miniftry,  he  dated  the 
danger,  as  well  as  folly,  of  involving  themfelves  in  a 
difpute  with  the  whole  Helvetic  Body,  which  would 
certainly  exert  all  its  force  to  repel  an  attack,  that 
confidering  the  comparative  ftrength  of  the  two 
parties,  would  do  fo  little  honour  to  the  magnanimity 
of  the  aiTailants.  He  reprefented  this  fo  ilrongly,  that 
his  orders  were  foon  countermanded,  and  full  powers 
tranfmitted  to  him  to  negociate  an  amicable  arrange- 
ment; a  treaty  was  immediately  concluded  on  terms 
equally  honourable  to  both  parties,  by  which,  after 
Hating,  that  the  mifunderftanding  which  had  taken 
place  between  the  two  Republics,  had  been  explained 
in  the  fulled  and  mod  fatisfadtory  manner,  it  was 
agreed,  that  the  French  army  fhould  retire  to  the  dif- 
tance  of  fome  leagues^  and  that  the  Republic  fhould 
difmifs  its  allies. 

We  had  already  begun  to  fulfil  this  treaty  on  our 
part,  when  we  were  informed  that  the  French  Miniftry 
refufed  to  ratify  it,  unlefs  fome  claufes  were  inferted, 
which  Mr.  Geneft  *  was  fent  to  negociate.  We 
were,  as  you  may  imagine,  furprifed  at  fuch  conduct; 
but  by  the  advice  of  our  Allies,  and  en  confidering 
the   nature  of   our  fituation,    we  accepted   of  the 

additional 

*  The  fame  perfon  who  was  afterwards  fent  in  a  public  cha- 
racter to  America,  and  who,  if  he  is  there  ftill,  will  not  deny 
the  truth  of  thefe  affertions. 
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additional  articles,  and  a  new  treaty  was  figned  :  but 
judge  of  our  aftonifhment  when  we  were  again  told, 
that  the  Convention  refuted  to  ratify  the  new  treaty,  as 
the  Minifters  had  refufed  to  ratify,  the  former;  that  it 
pofitively  required,  that  we  fhould  difmifs  our  Allies, 
without  any  terms  or  conditions  whatever;  and  in 
order  to  give  an  appearance  of  decency,  to  fo  grofs 
a  violation  of  the  law  of  nations,  had  ordered  Gene- 
ral Montefquiou  to  be  put  under  arreft,  and  brought 
to  Paris,  to  anfwer  for  his  conduft.  * 

Unfor- 

*  This  decree  was  the  natural  confequence  of  the  boldnefs, 
with  which  he  had,  all  along,  reprobated  their  conduct  towards 
the  Genevefe.  Not  fatisfied  with  pleading  their  caufe  in  his 
official  correfpondence  with  the  Minifter  for  Foreign  Affairs,  he 
wrote  in  the  following  terms,  on  the  7th  of  October,  to  Garat, 
the  Minifter  of  Juftice,  of  whom  he  entertained  a  better  opinion 
than  of  his  colleagues :  "  I'conjure  you  not  to  follow  the  infamous 
"  example  of  Defpotifm  ;  I  call  upon  your  pure  and  Republican 
"  heart,  not  to  fhut  your  ears  to  the  indignant  voice  of  an  •• 
ft  honefl  man.  Exert  all  the  vigour  of  real  virtue  in  behalf  of 
"  oppreiTed  Geneva,  and  do  not  fufFer  our  country  to  be  dif- 
**  graced  by  a  wanton  and  abominable  abufe  of  power. " 

In  a  letter  of  the  fame  date,  to  Vergniaux,  the  leading  Mem- 
ber of  the  Convention,  he  fays,  "  I  am  acting  a  part  equally 
<c  difhonourable  to  my  country  and  to  myfelf.  When  i  was 
"  ordered  to  negociate  with  the  Genevefe,  I  thought  that  the 
"  firft  diplomatic  act  of  the  French  Republic,  ihould  bear  upon 
"  the  face  of  it,  the  ftamp  of  true  greatnefs ;  I  mean,  moderation 
"  and  juftice.  I  laid  out  of  my  confideration,  the  comparative 
"  power,  and  ftrcngth,  of  the  two  nations :  I  raifed  Geneva,  in 
"  my  own  imagination,  to  the  level  of  France,  and  remem- 
*•  bered  only,  that  one  free  people  was  treating  with  another. 
*•'  The  treaty  was  concluded,  figned,  and  tranfmitted  to  Paris. 
"  With  equal  furprife  and  indignation,  I  learned,  that  the  fpirit, 
u  not  of  true  greatnefs,  but  of  childifh  vanity,  had  cavilled  at 
*'  fome  of  the  articles  of  it,  and  that  I  muft  propofe  alterations, 
"  I  obeyed ;  and  fuch  was  the  confidence  my  former  conduct 
"  had  infpired,  that  thofe  alterations  were  accepted.  Yefterday, 
94  however,  I  received  a  letter  from  the  Minifter  at  War, 
"  directing  me  to  make  new  preparations  for  hoftility  :  again- 
M  I  have  obeyed,  and  I  hope  that  the  readinefs  of  my  obedience 
"  will  filence  the  calumnies,  which  my  enemies  circulate,  foinduf- 
<f  trioufly,  againft  me.    But  will  You,  Sir,  you  who  are  a  man  of 

i(  talents 
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Unfortunately,  that  part  of  their  demands  which 
related  to  the  difmiffion  of  the  Swifs,  it  was  no  longer 
in  our  power  to  difpute ;  as  our  Allies  had,  on  the 
faith  of  the  two  treaties,  fufpended  their  military 
preparations,  and  recalled  the  greater  part  of  their 
troops.  The  neceflity  of  our  fituation  left  us  no 
choice  -,  we  confented  therefore  to  the  departure  of 
the  reft,  and  flattered  ourfelves  that  our  oppreflbrs 
would  be  fatisfied,  and  that  we  had  now  nothing 
more  to  apprehend. 

But 

••  talents  and  virtue— will  You  fufFer  the  infancy  of  a  Republic, 
94  on  which  the  eyes  of  the  Univerfe  are  fixed,  to  be  polluted  by 
"  the  foul  perfidy  of  Courts  ?  Will  you  difgrace  your  darling 
«f  Country,  by  the  fcandalous  repetition  of  the  fable  of  the  Wolf 
"  and  the  Lamb  ?  Will  it  add  to  our  honour  or  to  our  power,  to 
"  crufh  the  feebleft  of  our  neighbours,  to  violate  the  moll 
"  facred  rule  of  univerfal  juftice,  and  to  plunge  ourfelves  in  an 
"  additional  war  r  If  I  can  avert  fuch  a  difgrace  from  my  Coun- 
»"  try,  by  awakening  the  feelings  of  an  honeft  man,  I  (hall  do  a 
"  virtuous  a&ion,  and  you  will  be  worthy  of  the  name  of  French- 
"  mart.  I  am  alarmed,  and  diftreffed,  at  the  thought  of  being 
••  made  the  initrument  of  an  aft  of  perfidy,  which  the  Minifters 
"  would  never  have  thought  of,  had  they  known  the  whole 
"  truth;  I  call  upon  you,  Sir,  whom  1  know  to  be  a  man  of 
"  honour,  to  declare  it  to  them,  &c." 

He  had  already  given  the  Minifters  his  opinion  of  their  con- 
duct, in  the  moil:  unequivocal  terms.  It  is,  faid  he,  the  exaft 
counterpart  of  that  of  the  Duke  of  Brunfwick  ;  and  your  in- 
ftruelions,  a  mere  copy  of  his  Manifefto.  This  reproach  was 
too  juft,  not  to  be  deeply  felt,  and  as  deeply  refented :  he  was 
immediately  accufed,  in  the  Convention,  of  having  betrayed  the 
inter  efts,  and facriftced  the  honour  of  his  country,  in  the  treaty  he  had 
negociated  with  us  ;  of  having  chained  do-i.cn  the  valour  of  his 
troops,  and  difgraccd  thj  French  name,  by  granting  terms  to  the  Arifto- 
trates  of  Geneva,  which  a  handful  of  his  countrymen  had  refuftd  to 
Bntnfvick,  and  his  numerous  cohorts* 

Not  a  fingle  voice  was  heard,  in  the  Convention,  in  his  favour, 
ror  did  any  friend  dare  to  inform  him  of  the  danger  that  awaited 
him.  Happily,  the  indifcretion  of  the  meflenger  who  was  fent 
to  feize  him,  gave  the  Genevefe  an  opportunity  of  making  him 
fome  return,  for  the  fervices  he  had  rendered  them,  by  facilitating 
his  efcape.  See  Memoire  Juftiftcatif  pour  le  Citoyen  Francois,  A 
P.  Mcntefquiou,  General  de  V  Armee  des  Atyes,  adreffe  an  Frefident 
de  la  Com-ehi.cn,  Novembre,   1792. 
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But  we  were  miftaken ;  a  danger,  much  greater 
than  any  we  had  encountered,  threatened  us.  Gene- 
ral Montefquiou,  having  had  the  good  fortune  to 
make  his  efcape,  informed  us,  that  it  was  the  deter- 
mination of  the  French  Miniltry,  to  leave  no  means 
untried,  for  effecting  a  Revolution  at  Geneva,  on  the 
fame  principles  as  that  of  France ;  and  that  we  had 
no  alternative  but  to  anticipate  them,  or  feel  the  con- 
fequences  of  their  interference. 

It  was  difficult  for  us  to  conceive,  how  we  could 
make  our  Government  more  democratical,  than  it 
then  was  j  fince  every  citizen  in  Geneva  exercifed, 
in  his  own  perfon,  thofe  powers,  which  the  French, 
from  their  numbers,  had  been  obliged  to  intruft  to 
reprefentatives.  But  unfortunately  for  us,  the  BriC- 
fotins,  who  then  were  the  prevailing  party  at  Paris, 
had  lately  fucceeded  in  removing  the  diftindtion  be«^ 
tween  attive,  and  inaflive  citizens ;  and  repealing  the 
law  which  rcferved  the  civil,  and  military  offices  of 
the  country,  as  well  as  the  right  of  electing  to  them, 
to  thofe  who  had  fome  property  in  it ;  a  wife  and 
ialutary  principle,  and  which,  if  it  had  been  ileadily 
maintained,  would,  undoubtedly,  have  prevented  a 
great  deal  of  the  mifery  and  diftrefs,  which  the  viola- 
tion of  it  has  brought  upon  France. 

But,  having  deftroyed  that  important  diftirjclion, 
in  their  own  Conftitution,  the  BriiTotins  foon  found 
out  an  effectual  mode  of  overturning  it,  in  ours ; 
for  as,  by  our  Conftitution,  none  were  admitted 
into  the  Aflembly  of  the  People,  but  fuch  as  in- 
herited, or  had  acquired  the  title  of  Citizen,  they 
raifed  a  clamour  againft  that  difti  notion,  and  branded 
the  Aflembly  itfelf  with  the  epithets  of  arijheratical 
and  hereditary,  which  they  had  contrived  to  make 
f©  odious.  So  far,  however,  was  our  Affembly  from 
deferving  thofe  epithets,  that,  as  has  been  already 
mentioned,  more  than  two  thirds  of  the  Genevefe 
were,  at  that  moment,  members  of  it,  and  any  of  the 
reft  might  be  admitted  into  it,  upon  payment  of  a  fine 

C  ib 
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fo  fmall*,  as  in  fact  to  be  below  the  rate  neceffary  for 
fecuring  the  independence  of  an  elector,  much  more 
of  a  member  of  the  Legiflature  itfelf. 

The  Natives >  who,  as  I  have  already  obferved,  were 
at  Geneva  what  the  clafs  of  inactive  Citizens  was  in 
France,  had,  on  the  late  invafion,  fhewn  themfelves 
extremely  zealous  in  the  defence  of  the  Republic  : 
and  indeed,  with  the  exception  of  about  fifty  indi- 
viduals, partly  Citizens  and   partly  Natives,  who  on 
rheji^proach  of  the  French  had  bafely  deferred   their 
ports*  on  pretenc^that,  as  friends  to  liberty,_they 
oupriniQTto^pofe"^mr»with  this  fmall  exception, 
~"2tt~TheinffalMtants  of  Geneva  breathed,  on  that  occa- 
fion,  the  fame  affectionate  attachment  to  their  country, 
and  were  all  animated  with  the  fame  intrepid  resolu- 
tion of  dying  in  its  defence.     Indeed,  the  patriotic 
fpirit  fliown  on  that  occafion,  as  it  was  (I  fear)  one 
of  the  laft,  fo  is  it  one  of  the  mod  brilliant  inftances 
of  the  difplay  of  that  virtue,  to  be  found  in  our  hif- 
tory ;  for,  no  fooner  was  it  underftood,  that  war  was 
declared  againft  us,  for  having  pafTed  the  firft  decree, 
by  which  the  Government  had  been  directed  to  call 
in  the  1600  Swifs,  than  a  fecond  decree  was  made, 
and  fent,  by  order  of  the  Aifembly  of  the  People,  to 
the  French  General,  by  which  the  Government  was 
directed  to  call  in,  as  many  more,  as  it  might  think 
neceffary ;  and,  on  being  informed,  that  the  French 
Miniftry  affected  to  treat  thofe  decrees  as  contrivances 
of  our  Magiftrates,  who,  they  infilled,  fhould  be  pu- 
nifhed  for  what  they  called  fuch  perverfe  and  traitorous 
behaviour,  the  whole  body  of  our  national   militia 
met,  in  arms,  on  the  10th  day  of  October,  and  commu- 
nicated to  thofe  magiftrates,  their  entire  approbation  of 

their 

*  In  favour  of  the  children  of  aliens  born  at  Geneva,  this 
fine  was  by  degrees  reduced  to  about  fix  guineas  fterling,  and 
was  part  of  the  funds  of  the  hofpitals,  the  arfenals,  and  other 
inflictions  of  public  utility  ^Yliich  had  been  founded  by  ike 
Genevefe  in  former  ages* 
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their  conduct,  together  with  the  mod  folernn  aflu- 
rances,  that  they  would  fupport  them,  to  the  lad.  * 

But  the  plan  of  our  invaders  was  now  changed 
for  meafures,  lefs  violent,  but  more  jure ;  and  which 
have  completely  fucceeded  in  deftroying  the  liberties, 
and  happinefs  of  Geneva.  No  fooner  did  the  Natives 
difcover,  from  what  pafifed  in  the  Convention,  as  well 
as  from  other  fources  of  information,  that  the  French 
had  given  up  all  thoughts  of  punilhing  our  Magif- 
trates,  or  of  takmg  pcfitfTion  of  the  city  by  force,  and 
had,  or  affected  to  have,  no  other  object  than  that  of 
eftabli/hing  the  right  of  univerfal Suffrage,  and  of 
procuring  the  admiilion  of  all  the  Genevefe,  without 
distinction,  to  the  enjoyment  of  perfect  political 
equality,  than  they  began,  in  the  moft  open  manner, 
to  echo  the  language  of  the  Convention,  and  aflfert 
their  right  to  what  it  intended  to  give  them.  Even 
fome  of  the  Citizens  fupported  them  ;  and  either  from 
motives  of  ambition,  or  from  being  themfelves  the 
dupes  of  the  fafcinating  fyftem   of  what   has  been 

C  i  called 

•  The  Magiftratcs  ihowed  themfelves  worthy  9/  the  confidence, 
and  attachment  of  their  fellow-citizens.  They  immediately 
wrote  a  letter  to  Le  Bruny  who  was  then  Miniiter  for  Foreign 
Affairs,  in  which,  after  fully  difproving  every  charge  brought 
againft  them,  they  offered  their  own  lives  and  fortunes,  if  fuch 
a  facrifice  would  preferve  the  independence  of  their  country  ; 
"  nay,"  faid  they,  "  we  will  blefs  the  hand,  which  takes  them 
"  from  us,  if,  by  lofing  them,  we  can  tranfmit,  to  our  children,  the 
*'  liberty  we  have  received,  from  our  forefathers  ;  we  will  blefs 
'*  the  hand,  which,  by  facrificing  us,  averts  the  ftorm  that  feems  to 
"  hang  over  the  Helvetic  Body,  and  the  French  Republic,  and 
"  faves  the  latter  the  indelible  difgrace,  of  beginning  its  career, 
"  with  the  ruin  of  the  country,  which  gave  birth  to  the  Philofo- 
"  fopher,  to  whom  me  gratefully  looks  up,  as  to  the  author  of 
"  her  freedom  :  we  will  blefs  the  hand,  which  refcues  the  age 
"  of  liberty,  from  the  mortification,  and  ignominy,  of  feeing  two 
"  free  nations  wantonly  turning  their  arms,  againft  each  other. " 
See  Recueil  de  Pieces  autbentiques  pour  Jervir  de  juitt  a  Vecrit  intitule. 
An  accurate  Statement  of  the  Proceedings  of  the  French  t+wards  the 
Republic  of  Geneva — London,  1793,  fold  fy  Debrttt,  Piccadillj, 
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called  the  Rights   of  Man>  put  themfclvcs  at  their 
head.     The  ioldiers  of  the  French  aimy,  who  were 
ftill  encamped    in    the  neighbourhood,    fanned   the 
flames ;  and  fome  of  the  officers  a&ually  made  fecret 
offers  to  fupport  the  claims  of  the  difcontented,  by 
force.     Such,  Sir,  was  the  origin  of  that  revolutionary 
delirium,  the  errecl:  of  which  has  been,  gradually  to 
introduce,  among  us,  all  the  miferies  of  anarchy  ;  and, 
in  lefs  than  two  years,  has  plunged,  our  once-happy 
Republic  into  all  the  horrors,  and  all  the  crimes,  which 
the  fertile  invention  of  Popular  Tyranny  can  fugged. 
The  Magiftrates,  alarmed  at  this  new  kind  of  danger, 
which  feemed  to  threaten,  either  the  Conftitution,  or 
the  political  independence,  of  the  State,  refolved  to 
iecure  at  lead  the  latter,  and  immediately  publifhed 
a  propofal,  to  admit  all  the  inhabitants  of  Geneva, 
whether  aliens  or  defendants  of  aliens,  into  the  Ge- 
neral ArTembly,  without  diftinction,  and  without  pay- 
ing any  fine.     This  propofal,  which  was  ififued  by  the 
Little  and  Great  Councils,  only  wanted  the  aflent  of 
the  AfTembly  itfelf  (which  it  would  undoubtedly  have 
received),  to  have  the  force  of  law  ;  but  in  the  mean 
time,  the  enemies  of  our  happinefs  took  indefatigable 
pains,  to  reprefent  to  the  natives,  how  humiliating  it 
would  be  for  them,  to  receive,  as  a  favour,  what  was 
their  natural    and   indefeafible    right,  and   which  it 
was  an  additional  infult  to  reftore  to  them, by  the  forms 
of  the  very  Conftitution,  that  had  wrefted  it  from  them. 
This  ftrange  doctrine  fpread  fo  rapidly,  and  took 
fuch  root  in  the  minds  of  the  Natives,  that  without 
waiting  for  the  meeting  of  the  Affembly,  which  was 
fixed  for  the  6th  of  December,  they  ran  to  arms  on 
die  night  of  the  4th ;  and  befides  declaring  themfelves 
entitled  to  the  rights  in  queftion,  with  a  view  to  fe- 
cure  the  porTefilon  of  them,  they  infifted,  that  every 
deparmient  0/  the  State  mould  be  rilled  by  individuals 
of  their  own  party,  and  that  a  National  Convention 
fh'ould  be  immediately  fummoned,  for  the  purpofe  of 

intro- 
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introducing  the  new  principle,  into  every  part  of  the 
Conftitution. 

It  is  a  certain  fact,  that  this  faction  did  not  then 
amount  to  a  fourth  part  of  the  inhabitants  of  Geneva ; 
and  our  Magiftrates  have,  more  than  once,  been  feverely 
blamed,  by  thofe  who  either  do  not  know,  or  do  not 
advert  to,  all  the  circumftances  of  the  cafe,  for  not 
immediately  difperfing  it  by  force.  The  truth  is, 
that  nothing  but  the  fear  of  the  probable  confequences, 
prevented  their  doing  fo  :  for,  ever  fince  the  French 
had  taken  poflfefiion  of  Savoy,  we  had  been  completely 
furrounded  by  the  territory  of  France  ■,  her  armies,  in 
direct  violation,  even  of  thelaft  two  treaties,  were  ftill 
at  our  gates :  the  decree  of  the  Convention,  which 
ordered  all  the  French  Generals  to  relieve  the  people 
of  every  country  from  the  tyranny  of  their  opprejfors, 
had  juft  been  received,  and  proclaimed,  by  the  troops 
in  our  neighbourhood  ;  the  more  violent  of  the  Natives 
openly  avowed  their  intention  to  take  advantage  of 
it,  if  neceflary  ;  and  the  French  army  only  waited  for 
the  flighted  appearance  of  commotion,  to  enter  the 
City,  where  it  was  fure  of  finding  many  friends,  and 
where,  by  its  intrigues,  it  had  in  fact  already  efta- 
blifhed  a  fort  of  advanced  guard. 

It  was  under  thefe  circumftances,  and  in  order  to 
preferve,  if  pofiible,  the  political  independence  of 
their  country,  that  the  majority  of  the  Genevefe  gave 
Way  to  the  minority.  The  members  of  the  Little 
and  Great  Councils  voluntarily  refigned  their  places 
to  the  chiefs  of  the  new  party,  (molt  of  whom  had 
been  among  the  number  of  thofe  who  left  their  pofts 
at  the  approach  of  the  French),  and  in  refigning  them, 
required  no  other  engagement  from  their  fuccefTors, 
than  that  they  fhould  maintain  peace  and  good  order, 
and  preferve   the   independence  of  the   Republic* 

As 

*  The  French  made  no  fecret  of  the  importance  which  they 
thought  the  acqiuiition  of  Geneva  would  be  of  to  them ;  and 

when 


[      *4     ] 

As  this  tranfaction,  violent  as  it  was,  took  place  in  a 
more  quiet  manner  than  the 

it  v  r:ed  in  its  hopes  of  .:,  which 

had  been  the  immediate  object  of  all  its  cabals,  and 
which  would  have  given  it  su  "ring 

the  town,  and,  under  pretence  of  afiifting  the  op- 
prefled,  making  us,  in  the  end,  a  branch  of  their  own 
Republic* 
In  this  manner,  did  the  powerful  Republic  of  France, 
3  very  infanc  ~ce  itfelf,  by  turning  its  arms 

againft  die  petty  Democracy  of  Geneva ;  and  in  this 
manner,  when  it  fubftituted  negociation  for  force,  did 
it  difgrace  its  diplomatic  character,  by  exprefsly  in- 
flrucling  its  minifter  to  exert  his  whole  addrejs,  and 
bv  openly  violating  two  folemn  treaties,  on  the  faith 
of  which  we  had  difarmed  ourfelves,  and  difmiffed  our 
allies  j  and,  in  direct  contradiction  to  its  own  princi- 
ples, overturn  a  Confutation  which  was  certainly, 
in  ever/  fenfe  of  the  word,  the  mod  democratical 
then  ,  fince  it  had  been  adopted  by  the  almoft 

unanimous  voice  of  the  people  who  lived  under  it : 
and  in  th  ^  that  inconfiderable  State,  which, 

in  defence  of  its  conftitution,   had  dared  to  oppofe 

force 

-  the  former  plan  of 
cipal  character  in  the  Convention, 
ice,  that 

trmit 

Frc  a. 

*  In  order  ft  tn  the  French  every  pretext  for  ir 

the  authors  of  the  Revolution  immediately 

completion  of  it,  by  planting  the  tree  of  liberty. 

T.bol  fo  little  known  to  our  people   was   purpofely  chofen, 

in  order  to  contraft  the  iyftem  it  reprefented  the  more  itrongly 

planted  ;  bat  as  it  alfo  fhewed,  that  the  new 

m  of  thing:  fectly  eflablifhed,  and  had  no  need  of 

i,  it   in   that   refpecl  difappointed  the  views  of 

thofe  who  ed  to  introduce  it.     It  was  not  by  acci- 

i  .lcription  of  it  y.as  ambiguous—  Tcis  trtt  +> 

can. 


force  by  force,  condemned  for  that  offence  by  its 
vindictive  neighbour,  to  fall  a  facrifice  to  the  bafeft 
treachery. 

The  members  of  the  new  Government  were  now 
completely  in  poffeffion  of  the   administration ;  and 
notwithftanding  the  manner  in  which  they  had  come 
into  power,  it   is  extremely  probable  that,  like  the 
party  in  France  to  whom  they  were  indebted  for  it, 
they   never  would  have  engaged  in  fuch  an  under- 
taking, had  they  not  been  confident  of  being  able  to 
flop  at  whatever  point  they  pleafed,  and  to  prevent  the 
populace,  whom  they  intended  to  make  ufe  of  merely 
as  inftruments,  from  going  further  than  they  wifhed 
or  meant  them  to  go :  for,  it  mull  be  allowed,  that 
many  of  them  were  men  of  fome  property,  and  even  of 
fome  education  3  and  if  we  except  fome  acts  of  vio- 
lence, done  under  the  forms  of  juftice,  and  naturally 
to  be  expected  at  extraordinary  periods,  and  fome 
enormities,   which,   there  are  good  reafons  to  fufpecl, 
were  committed  at  the  inftigation  of  particular  indi- 
viduals, they  were  in  general  active  in  their  efforts  to 
preferve  the  independence  of  the  country,  as  well  as 
its  internal  quiet, 

It  is  equally  true,  however,  that  they  had  fcveral 
confiderable  obftacles  to  ftruggle  with.  In  the  firft 
place,  they  had  to  encounter  the  decline  of  trade  and 
manufactures,  the  confequences  of  the  ruin  of  fuch 
families  as  had  invented  their  properties  in  the  French 
funds,  and  the  incredible  confumption  of  the  public 
revenue,  which  was  almoft  exhaufted  in  falaries  t: 
120  members  of  the  Convention,  and  to  the  new 
Magiftrates,  whofe  circumflances  were  fuch  as  to 
render  a  large  allowance  abfolutely  neceflary.  I. 
next  place,  they  had  to  oppofe  the  intrigues  and  arti- 
fices of  the  French  Render.:,*  who  caballed  againft 

*  The  Abbe  Soula-vie,  who  difUnguilhed  himfelf  in  France 
loon  after  the  Revolution,  by  an  obicene  performance.,  called 

•  trim  I  .7**, 
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them  in  the  mod  open  manner,  as  well  as  the  con- 
tempt of  Brifibt's  fucceffors,  who,  while  they  loaded 
them  with  fraternal  embraces^  and  other  outward 
marks  of  affection,  never  would  confider  them  as 
true  confederates  j  and,  notwithftanding  their  title 
of  Revolutionary  Government,  treated  them*  with 
a  degree  of  freedom,  which  they  never  dared  to  afiume 
towards  the  other  branches  of  the  Helvetic  Union, 
who,  by  fteadily  adhering  to  their  ancient  Conftitu- 
tions,  had  never  received,  or  expofed  themielves  to 
receive,  the  fmalleft  mark  of  difrefpect.  Befides  this, 
they  had  to  fight  againft  a  new  faction,  formed  out  of 
the  refufe  of  their  own,  and  divided  into  two  clubs, 
called  the  Marfcillejt  and  the  Mountaineers.  Thefe 
clubs  were  not  very  numerous ;  but  they  were  noto- 
rioufly  under  the  influence  and  direction  of  the  French 
Refident,  and  profeiTed  the  new  doctrines  to  their 
utmoft  extent,  and  feemed  prepared  to  imitate  the 
conduct  of  thofe  who  had  carried  them  the  fartheft  in 
France,  and  even  to  furrender  themfelves  and  their 
country  into  their  hands. 

So  ftrongly,  however,  was  the  great  body  of 
the  Genevefe  attached  to  the  idea  of  national  in- 
dependence, and  fo  grateful  did  they  feel,  even  to 
the  new  administration,  for  its  efforts  to  maintain 
it,  that  they  forgave  the  manner  in  which  it  had 
come  into  power,  and  overlooked  both  the  faults 
it  had  already  committed,  and  thofe  into  which 
its  incapacity,  the  violence  of  party,  or  the  peculiar 
difficulties  of  its  fituation,  daily  and  hourly  led  it.  On 
more  than  one  occafion,  the  very  Magi  Urates  whofe 

offices 

*  This  was  carried  fo  far,  that  for  the  fole  purpofe  of 
increafing  the  diftrefs  which  Geneva  then  felt  from  want  of  pro- 
vifions,  the  French  Agents  conflantly  refufed,  under  various  pre- 
tences, to  permit  any  fupplies  to  be  carried  into  the  town  from 
a  fmall  diltrift  which  belonged  to  us,  and  to  which  the  road  lay 
through  the  French  territory,  though  the  right  of  fo  doing  was 
fecured  by  numerous  treaties.  But  I  have  heard  that  fince  the 
fecond  Revolution  (which  will  be  mentioned  hereafter)  the  pro- 
hibition has  been  taken  off. 
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offices  thqr  had  ufurped,  came  forward  to  afUft 

e  them  ;  and  fomc  of  them  were  even  prevailed 
upon,  to  become  members  of  the  new  Convent 
which   was   a   clofe  copy  of  that  in  was 

pofed  of  1 20  members,  and  fat  for  about  a  year. 
Like  the  French  don,  it  was  under  the  : 

troul  of  a  Club,  which  had  borrowed  both  its  princi- 

,  and  its  language,  from  that  of  the  Jacobins  at 
Far:  1  ,om  it  had  applied  for  a  copy  of  their 

rules,  and  forms,  and  whole  importance  it  affe&ed  to 
aflume,  on  all  occaCc 

During  ::ing  of  the  Convention,  the  friends 

of  the  old  C :  an  experienced,  from  the  rabble 

of  Revolutionifts,  every  fpecies  of  indignity,  and  in- 
fult,  which  the  capricious  malice  of  men  without  edu- 
cation, and  without  p :  ,  could  invent.  Thole  pre- 

ed  reformers  paraded  the  ftreets,  in  the  evening, 
with  cudgels  in  their  hands,  and  attacked,  and  feverely 
beat,  fuch  as  they  thought  averfe  to  ri 
did  the  Government  rake  pre- 

vent thefe   excefles,    which    were  continued,  for   a 
confiderable  time,  and  were  never  punifhed,  though 
on  one  occafion  the  country- houfe  of  an  Ev- 
trate,  who  had  been  Commander  in  Chief  during  the 
late  invafion  laged,  and  another  perfon  aflaf- 

finated   in  open  day-light,  becaufe  he  had  hottj    :, 
white  cap  inftead  of  a  red  one.     Il 
and  would  be  tedious,  to  enumerate  i 
cmt.  difciples  of  the  new  fchool  of 

Equality  practifed  :  it  is  enough  to  lay,  that  a  defcrip- 
tion  m  would  pet  picture   of  Popular 

tyranny,  as  provoking  by  its  infolence,  as  the  fcenes 
which  fucceeded  them  were  mocking,  by  their  bar- 
barity. 

7  envention  affe&ed  to  preferve  feme 
of  the  forms  of  the  old  Conftitution;  order  to 

:ve  the  pompous  name  it  had  affumed,  it  thought 
itfclf  bound  to  make  a  complete,  and  radical  ch: 


ng  the  petty  abufes  of  a 
.1  Republic,  to  act,  as  if  they  had  been  called 
upon  to  correct  the  inveterate  corruptions,  and  deep- 
rooted  errors,  of  an  ancient,  andextenfive  Monarchy. 
;,  faid  one  oft  ..g  members  of  it,   is 

a  fiiry  wktci  :s  the  Jcil  over  wbicb  it 

Ever.   Rich  bombaft  as  this,  had  its  effect 
upon  the  diftempered  minds  of  thofe  to  whom  it  was 
addrefied,  and  was  received  with  univerfal  applaufe. 
In  order  to  ingratiate  themfelves  with  the  French, 
of  their   firft  fteps   was   to   aboEfh  the   Great 
Council,  and  to  transfer  a  portion  of  the  power  of 
e  Coun ;  I  AiTembly,  by  w 

deftroyed  the  equilibrium  between  the  executive 
and  legiflative  branches,  which  the  ancient  Conftiru- 
tion  had  provided  with  fo  much  care :  but,  on  the 
other  hand,  it  muft  be  acknowledged  that,  in  the  laws 
they  framed,  they  (hewed  great  regard  to  perfonal 
fecuriry,  and  even  eftabliihed  the  Trial  by  Jury. 
Perhaps.  Id  have  been  well  to  enquire,  whether 

that  noble  institution  (which  one  of  the  greatefl  na- 
tions of  Europe  confiders  as  the  moft  facred  of  all 
its  rights,  and  its  bed  fecurity  for  the  enjoyment  of 
reft)  is  equally  fuited  to  fo  fmall  a  State,  as 
Geneva,  where  it  is  fb  difficult  to  prevent  the  inf 
ence  of  perfonal  feelings,  and  private  con  fi derations  : 
but  the  intro :  of  it  fhewed,  at  leaft,  the  goodnefs 

of  their  inte 

It  muft  not  be  imagined,  however,  that  a  Demo- 
cracy, fo  unlimi:  ved  by  the 
greater  pan  of  thofe  who  fubmirted  to  it.  The  People 

found  pr  ,  in 

jjcated,  knew  perfectly  well, 

that  fome  degree  of  reftraint  is  effential  to'  the  very 

race  of  liberty,  and  were  extremely  attached  to 

the   :  of  the  Old  Conftitution ;  c  tntly 

racbifed,    that  could  fecure  the 

,  by  the  General  Afiembly. 

The 
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The   authors   of  it  affected  to  afiV.  :  tone  op 

friendfhip,  and  confidence,  towards  thofe  who,  they 
knew,  difapproved  of  ::,   and  entreated  them  to 
it  their  fupport,  if  not  from  conviction  of  ; 

,  at  leaft,  to  defeat  the  fchemes  of  both  the  for. 
and  the  domeftic  enemies  of  the  public  peace, 

.  faid,  would  not  fail  to  convert  the  ill  fuccefs  it 
might  meet  with,    into  an   opportunity  of  crt- 
general  confufion  ;  but  more  particularly,  for  the 
pofe  of  c  nts  of  the  Revo* 

lu:;on,  who  began  to  Ihew  a  fpirit  of  infubor 
and  turbulence,  incomp;  any  focial  order 

:ever,  and  only  ro  be  repelled,  by  the  appearance 
of  cordial  union,  and  general  fubmifllon  to  the  new 
fyftem.  They  allured  them,  that  it  would  amply 
provide  for  the  fecurity  borh  of  the  perfons,  and  the 
property,  of  t  o  were  to  live  under  it,  which,  in 

:,  was  of  a 
xtancCj  than  the  prefer  virion  of  any  particular 
fyftem. 

This  language  was  fo  fpecious,  and  was  ac- 
companied by  promifes,  apj  fo  fincere, 
they  to  whom  it  was  ada.  ftili 
adhered  to  their  principles,  withdrew  their  oppofition; 
and,  for  the  fake  of  peace,  and  perhaps  as  choodng 
the  leaft  of  two  evils,  agreed  to  fuppor:  the 
Conftitution. 

It    was    accordingly    propofed,    and  adopted., 
a  General  Affembly  on  the  5th  of  February  1 " 
es    againft    coo  ;    and   as   a   far: 
proof  of  the  conciliatory  difpofition,    and  amicable 
intentions    of    thofe    who    fupported    ic,    the    new 
offices  of  the  State  were  entirely  filled  up  with  its 
avowed  friends.     Nor  was  this  all ;  for   ? 
in  which  almoft  the  whole  of  Europe  was  in 
had    (as   it  always    does)  confiderably   afFecled  the 
:ch-making  bufinefs,  which  is  the  principal  fup- 
port of  the  poor  in  Geneva ;  and  the  ftagnation  of 
trade,  as  well  as  the  habits  of  indolence,  into  wh 

D    2  a  great 


[       20      ] 

a  great  many  of  the  workmen  had  been  thrown,  by 
the  Revolution,  had  reduced  the  lower  clafTes  of  the 
People  to  confiderable  diftrefs,  very  general  fubfcrip- 
tions  were  made  by  all  thofe  in  eafy  circumftances, 
to  keep  them  in  employment  until  the  market  fhould 
be  again  open. 

By  fuch  generous  and  difinterefted  conduct,  the 
Republic  feemed  likely  to  weather  the  ftorm,  which 
had  wrecked  her  more  powerful  neighbour.  The 
Swifs,  who,  for  eighteen  months  pad,  had  renounced 
all  political  intercourfe  with  us,  thought  they  faw  what 
the  hiftory  of  the  world  had  produced  no  other 
inftanceof,  the  Government  of  a  Country  fuddenly  and 
completely  diflblved,  and  Anarchy  not  the  confequence. 
Aftonifhed  at  fuch  a  phenomenon,  they  yielded  to 
the  repeated  and  earnefr.  folicitations  of  the  depofed 
Magiftrates,  and,  at  laft,  confented  to  correfpond  with 
their  fucceflbrs,  who  now  affumed  the  title  of  Confti- 
tuticnal  Government.  In  fhort,  the  new  Adminiftra- 
tion  feemed  to  gain  ftrength  every  day,  and  to  be 
better  qualified  for  the  difcharge  of  their  functions  : 
even  thofe  who  difapproved  of  the  manner  in  which 
they  had  come  into  power,  were  ready  to  fupport 
them  againfl  every  attack.  The  greateit  part  of 
thofe  who  had  abandoned  their  country,  for  fear  of 
the  exceffes,  into  which,  it  was  natural  to  expect,  that 
men  unaccuftomed  to  authority  would  run,  gradually 
returned  to  it,  and  implicitly  trufted  to  the  aflurances 
they  received,  that  the  Revolution  was  completed, 
and  that  they  might  depend  on  finding,  under  its  pro- 
tection, fafety  for  their  perlbns,  and  fecurity  for  their 
property. 

But,  alas*!  the  whole  was  a  delufion ;  and  in  an 
inftant,  the  malignant  genius  of  France  again  blafted 
all  our  hopes.  An  advocate  of  the  name  of  Boitfquet9 
had  taken  an  active  part  in  the  ufurpation  of  1792, 
and  been  elected  a  Magiflrate,  and  was  foon  after- 
wards fent  in  a  public  character  to  Paris.  During  his 
ftay  there,  he  imbibed  from  the  leaders  of  the  Jacobins 

(to 
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(to  whom  his  million  gave  him  conftant  accefs)  all  the 
poifon  of  their  principles,  and  returned,  after  a  year's 
abfence,  to  Geneva,  full  of  theories  of  fedition  and 
revolution,  and  impatient  to  put  them  to  the  teft  of 
experiment.     With  this  view,  he  immediately  joined 
the  Club  of  the  Mountaineers,  whom  he  found  per- 
fectly difciplined,  and  prepared  for  any  enterprife, 
by  the  induftry  of  Soulavie,  during  his  abfence.     He 
immediately  opened  his  plan,  which  confifted  of  five 
principal  objects.     Firft,  to  wean  the  lower  clafTes  of 
the  people  from  the  confidence  they  placed  in  fuch 
Members  of  the  new  Government,  as  had  any  charac- 
ter for  integrity,  by  accufing  them  of  being  fecretly 
leagued  with  the  Rich,  or  at  leaft  of  favouring  and 
fcreening  them  :    Secondly,  to  (trip  the  Magiftrates, 
and  even  the  Afifembly  of  the  People  itfelf,  of  its 
authority,  and  to  transfer  all  their  powers  to  a  few  of 
his  own  partifans,  under  the  title  of  Revolutionary 
Government :    Thirdly,  to  erect  a  Revolutionary  Tri- 
bunal, which  would  foon  rid  him  of  all  thofe  from 
whom  he  had  any  thing  to  fear ;  and  by  the  refentment 
which  the  effufion  of  blood,  as  well  as  the  lofs  of  their 
property,  would  naturally  occafion  in  the  bofoms  of 
the  injured,  make  the  retreat  of  his  partifans  impof- 
fible :    Fourthly,    to   adopt   the    French  fyftem    of 
making  terror  (to  ufe  the  new  jargon)  the  order  of 
the  day,  lb  as  to  carry  it  into  every  clafs  and  defcrip- 
tion  of  men,  and  thereby  make  the  fmaller  number 
completely  matters  of  the  greater :  Laflly,  to  make 
the  eftablifhed  religion  an  object  of  ridicule  and  con- 
tempt. 

The  material  parts  of  this  plan,  extenfive  and  dif-* 
ficult  as  it  feems,  was  executed  in  a  fingle  night. 
Indeed  the  author  of  it  had  no  time  to  lofe,  as  it  was 
abfolutely  necerTary,  that  it  flhould  be  carried  into  exe- 
cution, before  a  propofal,  then  in  contemplation,  for 
laying  another  affeiTment  on  ^the  people  of  property, 
could  be  made.     For,  as  there  was  no  doubt  that  the 

propofal 
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propokl  would  be  rec^  :t  oppofition,  the 

fuwcels  of  it  would  prevent  any  clamour  be:: 
rift  that  &  keq,  and,  a:  the  fa 

of  the  vigour 
which  it  had  lo  :oto£ 

critical   moment;    : 

began    the    c:  of    his    plan,    by 

Jpreading  reports  of  cor  a  coun- 

tcr-revoluion,    and    repeat   at   (  the   horrors 

which  had  been  cc  Viqlit\  and  by 

v  of  declaring  publicly,  that, 
even  though  the  Rich  could  be  brought  to  confer 
the  propofed  afieiirnents,  which  he  ftrongly  ir.finuated 

would  not,  yer,  in  1.  n,  there  were  mc 

of  relieving  the  miferies  of  the  People,  much  more 

at  of  exempt ing  them  from  the  \ 

of  taxes.     The  Rich,  he  fa  id,   had   too  long 

rd,   in  tneir   ov  h    pleafures,  hich 

be  applied  to  the  maintenance,  and  comfort 

Poor  j  too   long  had  they  been   fy  fie  red  to 

gance,  and  c 
•nich  they  ar 
tedly  jctioa  of  the  pernic 

ch  had  pervaded  the  Laws 
ould   anfwer   no   purpofe, 
would  but  :  I,  if  it  was  fufiered  flilj 

the  condud  and  the  fentiments  oh 

cf  complete  eradica- 
u\  purpoie. 
of  the  :  thus  prepared, 

I  (being  the  eve 
d  which  the  new  afleffments  were  to  be 
;   was  chofc  e  execution  of  the  plot, 

whole  plan  was  laid,  all  the  parts  were  a 
every  age  bis  ilation,  and  the  victims  all 

marked  out:  in  the  midft  of  the  nig 
rarors  ran  to  arm  G  artillery  of  the  Town, 

and  entered;  by  means  of  falfe  keys,  into  the  houfes  of 

fuch 
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fuch  of  the  Citizens,  as,  they  apprehended,  rr 
inclined  to  oppofe  force  to  force,  and  difarmed  them 
before  they  knew  what  was  intended  againft  them. 
At  the  fame  time,  they  took  care  to  confine  two  of 
the  new  Syndics,  who  have  fince  been  2nxious  ro  have 
it  believed,  that  the  blow  was  fo  fudden  as  well 
as  violent,  :  impoffible  for   the  Govern- 

ment to  ward  it  off,  which  it  would  not  have  failed  to 
do,  had  it  been  aware  of  it  in  time.     But  there  are 
not  wanting  men  of  very  good  information,  and  of 
unqueftionable  veracity,  who  affert,  in  the  mof1 
qualified  manner,  that   the  Magiftracy  was  well  ac- 
quainted with  what  was  to  happen,  and  wanted  ne: 
courage  nor  ftrength  to  prevent  it,  had  they  been 
defirous  of  it ;  but  that,  in  faft,  the  detention  of  the 
two  Syndics  (which  lafted  but  a  few  hours)  was  a  farce, 
contrived  ^between  them  and  Boufquet ;  and,  that  in 
fhort,  though  the  Magiftrates  had  not  taken  a  c 
and  active  parr  in  the  execution  of  the  plot,  they 
were  (till  to  be  cor,f:dered  as  in  it  3  and, 

befides  other  reafons,  knew  that  its  ft: 
relieve  them,  from  the  difagreeable  neceffity  of  giv 
in  their  accounts,  and  expofing  the  fhamelefs  manner 
:ch  they  had  wafted  the  public  treaf 
However  :r 
ment  took  no  ftep  to  defeat  the  pfc  .1  to  prev 

the  (hocking  lengths  to  which  it  was  c 
nature  of  *the  attack,  one  would  have  fuppofed  that 
the  City  had  been  ftormed  by  a  foreign  Enemy  j  but  the 
nriatic  reguL  conducted, 

together  e  perfect  knowledge  the  pi: 

fhewed,  of  the  places  in  which  the  objects  of  their 
pillage  were  depofited,  foon  convinced  the  fufferer> 
that  their  Enemies  lived  within  the  fame  wai 
in  many  inftances,  under  the  tame  roofs  with  them- 
felves.  The  Conspirators  were  divided  into  fmall 
bodies  well  armed,  d  .  to  produce  the  au- 

thority b;  feed,  left  leak  c  ^ver 
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was  too  heavy  to  be  carried  off,  and  took  care  to  in- 
clude fome  of  the  poorer,  and  more  obfeure  Citizens, 
among  thofe  whom  they  put  into  confinement.  But 
with  fo  little  regard  to  humanity  were  thefe  domiciliary 
vi/its  conducted,  that  though  the  heat  of  the  weather 
was  excefti  ve,  the  prifons  were  crowded  with  the  aged, 
the  infirm,  the  diieafed,  and  even  with  fome  who 
were  torn  from  their  beds  in  the  height  of  malignant 
fevers.  This  work  of  horror  was  executed  in  a  few 
hours,  by  not  more  than  a  hundred  wretches,  one  half 
of  whom  were  foreigners ;  but  it  had  the  effect  which 
Botifquet  expected,  and  he  was  joined  the  next  day 
by  the  reft  ©f  the  populace,  by  every  man  of  unfixed 
principles  or  of  defperate  fortune,  and  by  not  a  few 
of  an  oppolite  defcription,  who  vainly  hoped,  that, 
by  appearing  to  countenance  what  had  been  done, 
they  might  acquire  an  influence  over  the  perpetrators, 
iufficient  to  prevent  the  execution  of  what  was  ftill 
intended. 

Boufquet  now  collected  all  his  aflbciates  together, 
and  addreffing  them  by  the  title  of  Revolutionary 
Nation,  propofed,  that  a  daily  allowance  fhould  be 
paid  to  thofe  patriots,  who  fhould  perfevere  in  the 
great  work  they  had  undertaken.  He  obferved,  that 
it  was  only  by  determined  and  vigorous  meafures, 
both  at  home  and  abroad,  that  the  French  had  fecured 
fuch  brilliant  fuccefs,in  their  glorious  ftruggles  againft 
Defpotifm;  that  thefe  meafures,  fevere  as  they  might 
appear,  were  as  eafily  to  be  reconciled  to  pure  mora- 
lity, as  to  found  policy  -,  and,  both  in  their  principles 
and  in  their  effects,  juftified  thofe,with  which,  he  fhould 
propofe  to  begin  the  reign  of  liberty,  and  virtue  in 
Geneva.  The  Conftitutional  Government  was  then 
formally  fufpended,  and  the  whole  Executive  and 
Legislative  power  of  the  State,  committed  to  a  fro- 
viftonal  Revolutionary  Tribunal,  of  which  Boufquet 
was  of  courfe  made  Prefident.  The  number  of  per- 
form who  were  taken  into  cuftody,  increafed  every 
3  hour, 
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hour ;  and  by  the  induftry  of  Soulavie,  who  had  given 
orders  in  all  the  neighbouring  French  diftridh,  that 
fuch  of  the  inhabitants  of  Geneva  as  retired  to  any 
of  them  fhould  be  obliged  to  return,  it  foon  amounted 
to  near  600  perfons  ;  among  whom  were  moft  of  the 
Magiftrates  who  had  been  depcfed  from  their  offices 
in  1792,  many  of  the  ProfefTors,  and  almoft  the 
whole  of  the  Clergy,  a  body  of  men  who  did  honour 
to  their  country  and  to  human  nature,  by  their  talents, 
their  knowledge,  their  mild  and  tolerant  fpirit,  and 
the  fpotlefs  purity  of  their  lives.  And  left  any  of 
them  fhould  efcape,  fome  of  the  moft  furious  and 
fanguinary  of  the  Revolutionifts  purfued  them,  even 
into  the  churches,  which,  in  fpite  of  the  threats  they 
heard  on  all  fides,  of  being  treated  as  the  priefts  had 
been  treated  in  Paris  on  the  2d  of  September,  thofe 
venerable  men  had  entered,  for  the  purpofe  of  implo- 
ring the  mercy  of  Heaven  upon  their  diffracted 
country. 

In  the  midft  however,  of  thefe  fhocking  fcenes, 
fome  few  circumftances  fhewed,  that  the  native 
character  of  the  Genevefe  was  not  to  be  depraved 
but  by  degrees.  Some  of  the  Revolutionifts  could 
not  refrain  from  tears,  when  they  were  ordered  to  be 
the  gaolers  of  their  countrymen,  and,  in  more  than 
one  inftance,  declared,  that  tkey  envied  their  fttuaticny 
and)  if  pojfible,  would  gladly  exchange  with  them. 
But  thefe,  as  well  as  many  other  expreflions  of  regret 
and  remorfe,  were  of  little  avail  to  the  unhappy  vic- 
tims, whole  adverfaries  were  too  watchful  to  leave 
them  any  means  either  of  efcape  or  refiftance.  One 
generous  effort,  indeed,  was  made  by  the  women  of 
Geneva  (for  the  experiment  was  too  hazardous  for 
men  to  engage  in),  who,  to  the  number  of  two  thou- 
fand,  went,  in  a  body,  to  the  Revolutionary  Tribunal, 
to  intercede  for  them  -,  but  their  tears  and  entreaties 
had  no  other  effect,  than  that  of  expofing  them  to  the 
brutal  ridicule  of  the  Judges,  who  ordered  the  fire- 


engines 
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engines  to  be  got  ready,  in  order  to  adminifter  what 
they  profanely  called,  the  rites  of  Civic  Baptifm. 

This  feeble  obftacle  being  removed,  the  Tribunal 
eagerly  entered  upon  the  difcharge  of  its  functions, 
and  ordered  eight  of  the  prifoners  to  be  brought  up 
to  trial,  in  which  number,  exprefs  directions  were 
given  to  include  the  Ex-fyndic,  Cay  la  >  who  had  dif- 
tinguifhed  himfelf  by  the  intrepid  fpirit  with  which 
he  had  oppofed  the  former  Revolution,  and  the  Ex- 
Attorney-General,  Prevqft,  whofe  principal  offence 
was,  that  he  had  taken  a  part  in  the  negociation  with 
General  Montefquiou. 

The  Tribunal  fat  in  the  Town  Hall :  the  Judges 
took  their  places  with  the  (leeves  of  their  fhirts  tucked 
up,  like  butchers,  their  legs  and  breads  naked,  fabres 
at  their  fides,  piftols  in  their  girdles,  and  bottles 
and  glaffes  on  the  table.  Some  of  the  Judges  could 
not  iupport  a  fight  lb  truly  diabolical ;  two  were 
taken  out  in  a  fort  of  fainting  fit,  and  four  others 
permitted  to  retire.  The  reft  kept  their  places,  and 
proceeded  to  the  difcharge  of  their  functions,  in  the 
midft  of  drunkennefs,  low  witticifms,  and  indecent 
buffoonery.* 

Although  there  was  no  direct  charge  againft  thefe 
refpectable  men,  nor  the  flighted  evidence  produced 
of  any  plan  of  a  Counter-Revolution,  which  had 
been  the  pretext  for  taking  arms,  nor  any  queftion 
afked,  in  any  degree  relative  to  it,  yet  the  trial  of 
the  eight  lafted  till  the  next  morning  (the  26th  of 
July)  3  and  on  opening  the  ballot-boxes,  in  which 
the  opinions  of  the  Judges  were  collected,  it  was 
found,  that  only  two  were  capitally  convicted. 

When  this  circumftance  was  known,  the  Marfeillefe 
and  Mountaineers,  impatient  for  blood,  furrounded 
the  Tribunal,  with  threats  of  vengeance  againft  the 

perfi- 

*  Add  power  to  paffion,  fays  an  Author  of  great  candour,  when 
fpeaking  of  tranfa&ions  in  Rome,  exactly  fimilar  to  thofe  I  ana 
now  defcribirjg  in  Geneva,  add  power  to  pajfioriy  and  there  is  m 
tvild  beaft  fo  fanjage  as  man,     Plut.  in  vita  Ciceronis. 
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perfidious  Judges,  who  had  acted  Co  inconfiftently 
with  their  former  profefllons,  and  propofed  to  make 
an  immediate  maflfacre  of  all  the  prifoners.  The 
Judges  affected  to  be  alarmed,  and  the  next  day 
returned  to  the  Bench,  and,  amidft  the  clamours  and 
howlings  of  the  Galleries,  gave  their  opinions,  not 
by  ballot,  as  before,  but  openly ;  the  confequence 
of  which  was,  that  feven  of  the  eight  were  condemned 
to  die,  by  the  very  men  who,  but  the  day  before, 
had  acquitted  fix  of  them ;  and  who,  on  both  occa- 
fions,  called  the  Almighty  to  witnefs  the  purity  with 
which  they  gave  their  fentence. 

The  Revolutionary  Nation,  to  whom  an  appeal  was 
referved,  immediately  afTembled,  in  arms,  to  confider 
the  fentence  of  the  feven  perfons  condemned  ;  and 
though,  under  pretence  of  purifying  the  AfTem- 
bly,  the  leaders  of  the  Revolution  had  carefully 
excluded  from  it,  all  whom  they  fufpected,  either  of 
integrity,  or  humanity,  there  was  dill  a  decided  ma- 
jority for  fparing  the  lives  of  Cay  la,  Prevoft,  and  de 
Rochemont. 

This  third  decifion,  fo  different  from  what  they 
expected,  increafed  the  rage  of  the  brutal  Janifaries 
of  the  Revolution.  They  reviled  it  as  the  confe- 
quence of  Ariftocratical  influence,  and  Ariftocraticai 
principles,  and  refufed  to  confider  it  as  binding. — 
They  vented  their  execrations  and  menaces  indifcri- 
minately,  and  actually  attempted  to  deftroy  two  or 
three  of  their  own  party,  who  called  upon  the  by- 
(landers  to  fupport  the  fovereignty  of  the  People,  and 
and  not  fuffer  it  to  be  infulted  with  impunity.  Nor 
was  this  all :  they  fent  armed  Deputies  to  the  Tribunal, 
to  complain  that  faife  patriots  had  artfully  mixed 
themfelves,  on  this  occafion,  with  the  real  lovers  of 
their  country,  and  difappointed  their  hopes;  to  infift 
that  the  fentence  of  the  three  Ariltocrats,  who  had 
been  acquitted,  fhould  be  annulled,  and  to  declare, 
that,  if  this  requeft  was  refufed  or  delayed,  they 
would  repair  to  the  prifon,  and  do  themfelves  jullicc. 

E  2  The 
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mt  number  of  tfrdc  who  held  this  la  as 

rpofeth:: 

•  On  ti  :/  pobliihed  as  ape' 

fbfit ,  tk,  with  uupilfl  iccooiicncT ,  impated  w  hat  lad  ktp- 

:-:;    7  i    :  ._:-.      7  ::,:::.:  :     -i     :-:    ::r_L::.-f-i    :■  :  :':.-•'. 

iiof  tke  Ariiiocra.: 

rC  nar-JL -:.„-.:.:  7  maB9mm\tfr*kwkmMfimkwr&mum.im. 

f  M*i*  **m  iffmm  t  ■  —  fh  ■■//■  1 1 ,  nye^md^     Ja  this 
::-  Lc-ir-  7  :.i  Cob .'.;.-_  '  far  tfe  Waive,  ifcrcv 

- 
:3,  and  by  tie  £erm?iK»nts  it  contains,  plainly  fftcved  whs* 

.-..:--...        .        -     .  -  ~         *-.     ■•  :.:  ■      " :  •    _::.  -..„-  i  _-..- 

fmtd  by  We  timid  *aa*  utca*jif*rt  camftmd  •/  teejirjk  Mm  \wtwtuwtjft, 

.tjtulttbt 

lis  RcroiiXtkaurv  People,  is   *Ar  ^-tW  mow   y  Irs: amity,  u 

kmmds,mpun^  ier^-The  TrOmnal  audertoc  r  torrcdk*. 

^fla  at/  -K-«r-  'emermU  fnjfojfirit,   ta  Uktmr 

■ 
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the  dignity  which  religion,  innocence,  and  virtue, 
can  give.  They  refufed  to  have  their  eyes  covered  ; 
and  their  murderers,  inftead  of  difpatching  them 
all  at  the  fame  fhot,  were  careful  to  make  a  fecond 
neceflary.  Cay  la  was  the  only  one  who  fpoke; 
I  floould  die  with  pie 'afure,  faid  he,  could  I  hope  that 
my  death  would  reftore  peace  and  liberty  to  my  un- 
happy country.  The  Executioners  tore  in  pieces  a 
written  paper,  which  De  Rcchemont,  a  young  Advocate 
of  the  mod  promifing  hopes,  entreated  them  to  deliver, 
after  his  death,  to  his  family.-^But  Prevoft  contrived 
to  drop  a  letter  which  he  had  written  with  a  pencil, 
and  which  exhibits  a  {hiking  picture  of  the  calm  he- 
roifm,  and  amiable  tenderness  of  his  difpofition. — No 
many  faid  he,  lofes  fo  much  in  dying,  as  I  do,  v  1  return, 
my  moft  grateful  thanks  to  my  deer  Wife,  for  all  the 
happinefs,  for  which  I  have  been  been  indebted  to  her ; 
and  I  entreat  her  never  to  forget ,  that  her  hufband  dies 
in  the  moft  honourable  of  caujes  ;  and,  in  fpite  of  the 
delujlon  which  occafions  his  untimely  end,  will  be  efteemed 
and  regretted  by  all  good  Men. — My  dear  Mother, 
how  little  is  thefaiisfaclion  You  ever  received  from  me, 
compared  with  the  forroiv  which  has  overt:  r  ve- 

nerable old  age  !  iFesp  for  your  Son ;  but  let  it  comfort 
ycu  to  re colle cl,  that  he  always  walked  in  the  path*  of 
honour.  Honour  had  always  guided  him ,  and  will  guide 
him,  to  the  laft  moment  of  his  life. — And  let  not  my  un- 
happy fate,  my  dear  Son,  deter  you  from  following  my  ex- 
ample. '  LetfrricJ  integrity ,  and  an  invincible  attach 
to  your  Country,  be  the  rules  of  your  life,  though  your 
father's  adherence  to  them  has  fhortened  his  days.  But 
let  me  conjure  You,  never  to  engage  in  public  affairs,  &c* 
Though  one  crime  naturally  leads  to  another;  and 
though  the   experience  of  all   Hiftory  thews,    that 

the 

*  It  may  perhaps  be  neceflary  to  inform  the  Reader,  that  this 
refpe&able  man  was  one  of  the  moil  able  and  intrepid  oppofers 
of  the  attempts,  made  by  the  Count  de  Vergennes,  on  the  eftab- 
lifhed  Conilitution  of  Geneva;  and  was  the  Magitlrate,  who  prc-. 
pofed  the  abolition  of  the  form  of  Government,  introduc- 
that  arbitrary  Miniiter. 
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blood  which   h.is  been  already  fpilt,   is,  with  the 
favj  ::ude,  a  reaibn  for  fpilling  more  ;  yet  fome 

people  hopt  icted,   or   at  lead, 

:d  inrerpofe,  and  prevent  further 
ors.     But  the   bloc  had   been  a&ed 

with  too  much  ex  :,  and  too  much  fury,  to  give 

one  to  intx  en  if  their  interference  could 

have  bec  aaL     This    however  did  not  pre 

the  Bailiff  (or  Chief  Ma  :  part  of  the 

n  of  Berne,  which  1  -[I  to 

to  one  of  the  Syndics,  to 
allure  h  i  the  whzle  Helvetic  Union  Jaw  with  hor- 

ror, and  deteftation,  the  preparations  that  were  making, 
for  tbeeffufion  of blood,  at  Geneva  ;  and  to  conjure  the 
deluded  people  of  that  Republic,  to  recolletl  themjc 
and  dcfijt  before  it  was  too  late. 

Tr  led, 

took  care  no  EC  it  to  the  People ;  and,  in 

his  anfiver  to  the  Bailif  i  himfelf,  by  afluring 

dangerous  to  dofo,  as  the 
ruination  of  the  m  ad  already,  in  one  inftance, 

been  cver-ru.:  eafily  underfiand,  faid  he, 

the  delicate  nature  of  our  fiiuation,  and  your  heart  is 
formed,  to  Jympc  uhenyou  recdleZ  the 

dangers  and  :':es  to  which    the    Confiitut. 

Government  is  expefed. 

This  anfwer,  a:  not  impofe  upon 

They  fiw   clearly,    t'..*c  this 

-nment,  if  it  was  not  the 

authc  :  complice,   in   the    er.or- 

i  to  ccr.  and  while  they  ge- 

neroufly 

*  What  mall  thofe  C-ntozs  think,  when  they  hear,  that  one  of 
tlie  Syndic  -  .lief  Magiftrate  of  the  Republic,  had  juft 

before  afTared  them,  that  the  Revelation  of  .792  was  completed, 
and  that  there  would  be  is  not  aihamed,  in  a 

Letter  written  to  a  Correspondent  in  London,  to  pride  himfelf  on 
having  foreseen  the  volution..  he  laid,  a  ma* 

m-jjl  le  Blind net  ft  Jet  the mh filmic  m.ej.ty  ?     In  the  Letter  alluded 
to,  te  comple:  e  maik  ;  and  though  he  admits,  that 

the  p.cple  bad  chained  all  the  L:  cmddvnfhfsr,  he  goes  on 

his  Corre:  ;re  poor,  amdtbat  ice  Rich 

tad had  their turn  iutbe  enjejmtmt  ofafmlfmce,  I 
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neroufly  afforded  an  hofpirablc  afylum,  to  thofe 
who  had  the  good  fortune  to  make  their  efcape  from 
its  fury,  they,  at  the  fame  time,  took  advantage  of  the 
i.npredions  of  horror,  which  the  tranfa&ions  at  Geneva 
had  made  upon  the  minds  of  their  fubjech,  to  pu: 
the  following  Proclamation,  which,  as  it  gives  a  very 
correct,  and  at  the  fame  time,  a  very  concife  picture  of 
the  fcenes  I  have  attempted  to  cefcribe,  is  the  only 
Sta:e  Paper  I  fhall  give  You  the  trouble  of  reading  at 
length. 

TO  OUR  DEAR   AND     FAITHFUL  FELLOW-CITIZ5 
WE,  THE  aVOYER,  LITTLE  COUNCIL,  AND  GREAT 
COUNCIL      OF     THE      CITV     AND     REPUBLIC      OF 
BERNE,  SEND  GREETING. 

<c  You  cannot  be  ignorant  of  the  melancholy  events, 
c<  which  have  lately  taken  place  in  Geneva.  That 
u  Republic,  in  whofe  welfare,  both  as  allies,  and  as 
u  neighbours,  we  have  fo  long  taken  the  ftrongeft, 
<c  and  mod  affectionate  intereft,  is  overwhelmed  by 
<c  calamities,  perfectly  new  in  their  kind,  and  in  ex- 
"  tent,  duration,  and  confequences,  beyond  the  eye 
cc  of  Man  to  trace. 

"  At  the  very  moment  when  We,  and  our  I 
cc  bours,  the  Canton  of  Zurich,  were  cold  in  form  by 
"  the  new  Government  of  Geneva,  that  the  Revolu- 
<f  tion  was  completed  ;  that  peace  and  tranquillity 
"  would  be  the  immediate  confequence  of  the  new 
"  Syftem,  and  that  ail  former  differences  were  a:  an 
"  end;  We  learn  that  a  band  of  lawleis  Men  has  at- 
u  tacked,  and,  by  main  force,  completely  overthrown, 
<c  in  that  Republic,  all  public  Libcrtv,  and  all  private 
<c  fecurity.  Houfes  have  been  forcibly  enrered,  with- 
<c  out  lawful  authority ;  the  Inhabitants  of  thern, 
t€  violently  dragged  out  of  them,  arbitrarily  detained, 
<c  and  illegally  imprifoned.     The  M  of  Reli- 

gion have  been  attacked  in  a  City,   which  called 
itfelf  one  of  the  bulwarks  of  the  Reformation,  in  a 
3  "  manner 


<c 
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*  manner,  that  threatens  Religion  itfelf. — In  the  midft 
"  of  this  general  confufion,  fome  individuals  have  been 
<c  put  to  death,  againftthe  wifhes  of  a  decided  Majo- 
"  rity  of  their  Judges.  Plots  are  laid  againft  the  lives, 
"  the  liberty,  and  the  property  of  others,  without  re- 
cc  gard  to  the  fanctity  of  oaths,  or  the  eftablifhed 
cc  forms,  and  fettled  maxims  of  Law;  and  the  Inha- 
"  bitants  in  general  are  at  the  mercy  of  Uiurpers, 
<c  who  difpofe  of  the  lives  and  fortunes  of  their 
"  Countrymen,  with  no  other  rule  of  conduct,  than 
"  their  own  tyrannical  caprice. 

Ci  We  fee  with  the  livelier!  forrow,  the  wretched 
"  fituation  of  a  State,  which  has  ever  been  an  object 
c<  ofintereft  to  us,  and,  from  its  local  pofition,  mud 
C{  ever  engage  the  attention  of  the  Helvetic  Body. 
<c  But  our  forrow  is  lolt  in  indignation,  when  We 
"  hear,  that  fome  of  our  own  fubjects  have  taken  a 
<f  part  in  tranfactions,  fo  criminal.  Our  anxiety  for 
<c  the  fafety,  and  honour  of  our  country,  will  not  per- 
"  mit  us  to  fuffer  fuch  men  to  return  to,  or  remain  in 
cc  it.  We  therefore  order,  that  fuch  of  them  as  are 
f  c  not  at  prefent  within  our  territories,  do  not  prefume 
<c  to  enter  them  ;  and  that  thofe  who  have  engaged 
cc  in  fuch  enormities,  and  are  within  our  jurifdiclion, 
tc  be  immediately  apprehended,  in  order  to  receive 
<c  the  punilhment  their  crimes  deferve. 

<c  We  have  no  doubt  but  that  our  Dear  and  Faith- 
"  ful  Fellow-citizens  will  participate  thefe  fentiments 
cc  with  us,  and  will  exert  themielves,  to  give  effect  to 
<c  this  Proclamation.  Above  all,  We  indulge  a  con- 
u  fident  hope,  that  the  fight  of  the  difafters  which 
ff  have  overwhelmed  Geneva,  will  teach  them  to  fet  a 
"jufl:  value  on  thofe  impartial  laws,  which,  with  a 
cc  mild  and  beneficent  Religion,  have  fo  long  fecured 
€C  to  us  the  enjoyment  of  public  peace,  of  private  fe- 
"  curity,  and  of  all  the  bleflings  which  Almighty  God 
"  fo  liberally  beftows,  on  thofe  He  loves,  and  which, 
"  We  truft,   He  will  continue  to  fhed  on  us,  as  He 

«  fhed 


[    33    ] 

cc  them  on  our  forefathers,  if,  like  them,  We  confide 
u  in  his  goodncfs,  and  endeavour  to  deferve  the  con- 
€<  tinuance  of  u,  by  our  obedience  to  his  Laws,  and 
t€  our  unfhaken  love  of  our  Country." 

Given  in  our  Great  Council,  the  $th  day  of 
Auguft,  1794. 
From  the  Chancery  of  Berne. 


This  truly  paternal  admonition  had  the  effect:  it 
deferved,  on  that  part  of  the  territory  of  Berne,  which 
lies  the  neareft  to  us ;  for  thofe  of  the  inhabitants  of 
that  diftrict,  on  whom  the  artifices  which  had  fuc- 
ceeded  fo  fatally  in  Geneva,  had  been  practifed  with 
fome  degree  of  effect,  have  (ince  candidly  acknow- 
ledged, that  the  fate  of  the  Geneveje  brought  them 
back  to  a  fenfe  of  their  intereft,  and  duty. 

In  the  mean  time,  under  pretence  of  Economy, 
but,  in  truth,  to  conceal  the  extent  of  the  horrors  that 
had  been,  and  ftill  were  to  be  perpetrated;  the 
Revolutionary  Tribunal  ifiiied  an  order  forbidding  the 
ufe  of  mourning,  for  a  year  to  come.  This  was  foon 
followed  by  another,  for  lowering  the  intereft  of 
money,  and  for  annulling  all  leafes;  by  the  laft  of 
which  regulations,  they  not  only  relieved  the  lower 
clafles,  from  the  payment  of  rents,  which,  from  the 
depreciated  value  of  property,  were  become  too  high, 
but,  in  fact,  levied  a  heavy  fine  upon  thofe  people  of 
property,  whom  they  had,  hitherto,  had  no  pretence 
for  attacking. 

They  alfo  renewed  their  domiciliary  vifits,  and  left 
no  more  than  twelve  ounces  of  plate  to  any  individual; 
and  becaufe  the  French  had  confiscated  the  property 
of  fuch  of  their  own  Emigrants,  as  had  borne  arms 
againft  the  new  Republic,  thefe  faithful  imitators 
fummoned  mod  of  the  Genevans,  who  happened  to 
be  abfent,  when  the  late  tragic  icenes  were  acted,  to 
return  immediately,  under  the  fame  penalty,  and  or- 

F  derej 
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dered  all  perfbns  whofe  fortunes  exceed cd        .coo 

in  order  that  they  mich:  bf   i^'ty'td  in  propartkw    :o 

rocrowr 
who  e  ed  ieveril  churches  as  places  of' meet-  ] 

ing  for  the  d  they   reduced  the  u 

DC  to  a  vr  :  or  Off. 

.  and  the  aj 
to   be  per- 
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trial  of  the  obedience  o 
all,  who  pre  fumed  to 

rteafbres,    wii 

ii&tary  prnxi/brnjitt,  relumed 

whe:  cuftomed  tc 

^lood,  to  bear  cr  ^fier 

:  oc- 
fee  of  w 

crates. 
One  of  them,  named  NavilleG.  n  of 

great  talents,  a;  :h  fuch  elo- 

quence  and 

— 
/  have  tW9  confeiences  -,  one  of  wbicb  tells  me  Ton  are 
innocent ;  but  the  other  tells  me  y  Tow  muft  die,  that  the 

The  expreffion  is  bold,  :  a  his 

Aridu.  z:  death  was 

r:::t:    ;-.  :.'.zr.:    '.::.      .:   • :;.:    -'::■:  J  awaits   1 ':u. 

and  j onr  acccm:  Tim  muft  not  hope  that  guilt 

Hkejonrs,  cam  go  unpunijbed.  Ton  will  find  that  all  the 

:f  Social  Order 9  which  jou  have  broken  to  attain. 

ends,  will  again  be  broken  bj  tboJey  wb§  Jucceed 

Tom 
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You  in  your  crimes,  and  in  your  power:  new  factions  will 
be  formed  agdinjt  You,  out  of  your  own  ;  and  as  You  have 
united,  like  wildbeafis,  in  purfuingyour prey,  Jo,  like  wild 
beafis,  You  will  tear  each  ether  to  pieces^  in  dividing 
it.  Thus  will  you  avenge  tie  Caufe  of  tho/e,  who  have 
fallen,  and  are  yet  to  fallfacrifices,  to  your  avarice  and 
ambition.  To  them,  as  well  as  to  me>  the  profpell  of 
approaching  Immortality  robs  Death  of  all  its  terrors ; 
but  to  You  the  loft  moments  of  life  will  be  embittered  by 
reflections,  more  poignant  than  any  tortures  You  canfuffer. 
The  innocent  blood  you  have  fhed  will  be  heard  againft 
You,  and  You  will  die  without  daring  to  implore  the 
pardon  of  Heaven.  * 

Fa  So 

*  The  fpeech  he  made  to  the  Judges,  when  he  was  firft  brought 
before  them,  has  been  fince  publifhed  in  Sivixz^rlauJ.  The  fol- 
lowing is  one  of  the  numerous  paffages  which  firongly  mark  the 
charafter  of  this  intrepid  Magiltrate.  u  And  who  are  you," 
(addreffing  himfelf  to  the  Tribunal)  "  who  are  You,  who  now 
"  prefume  to  fit  in  judgement  on  me  ?  I  fee  none  on  that  Bench, 
•'  but  Ufurpers. — After  the  deftruftion  of  the  legal  Magiiiracy 
u  in  1792,  You  made  new  Laws,  and  erected  new  Authorities; 
"  both  of  which  You  have  fince  fuperfeded,  and,  in  their  ltead, 
"  have  eftablifhed  a  mercilefs  Profcription.  .  . .  Will  you  dare  to. 
"  fay,  that  you  aft  under  the  Authority  of  the  Sovereign  People  ? 
"  If  the  People  be  your  Sovereign,  why  have  you  not  afTembled 
"  it,  without  diftinclion  of  party,  or  opinion  ?  and  why  is  this 
"  place  filled  with  every  objetf,  that  can  influence  the  fears, 
"  and  over-rule  the  confeiences,  of  thofe  who  are  to  decide  on 
".  our  lives .?" 

"  Do  not  imagine  that  I  me.an  to  difgrace  myfelf,  by  endea- 
"  vouring  to  excite  your  compaflion.  I  know  that  my  death 
u  is  already  determined  on ;  and  you  know,  that  I  am  too  de- 
"  cided  a  foe  to  injuftice,  to  hope  to  efcape  the  lad,  but  honour- 
"  able  fate  of  the  Magiftrates  You  have  murdered.  But  yet, 
"  to  prove  to  all  Europe,  the  atrocious  injuftice  of  your  pro- 
•*  ceedings,  I  declare  in  the  prefence  of  Almighty  God,  that, 
"  ever  fince  the  Revolution  in  ijji,  I  have  lived  in  the  clofefl 
ef  retirement.  Unable  to  reftore  the  true  laws  of  my  Country, 
"  I  fubmitted  to  yours;  and  while  I  carefully  nourished  in  my 
M  hofom  a  fpark  of  Liberty,  which  even  your  tyranny  cannot  ex- 
"  tinguifti,  I  conferred  to  wear  your  chains,  and  to  ihrle  the 
"  murmurs,  which  the  fight  of  fuccefsful  wickednefs,  excited  in 

"  my 
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So  great  was  the  reputation  of  this  Magiftrate, 
and  fo  highly  was  he  reverenced  by  the  Revolutionifts 
themfelves,  that  though  they  had  given  up  their  right 
to  review  the  fentences  of  the  Revolutionary  Tribunal, 
yet,  on  this  occafion,  they  fhewed  an  earned  wifh  to 
refume  it,  in  order  to  fave  his  life ;  and  they  actually 
aflembled  for  that  purpofe.  But,  before  they  could 
take  the  necefTary  fteps,  the  Tribunal  had  an  intima- 
tion of  their  intention,  and  difappointed  it.  They  con- 
trived that  his  executioners  fhould  come  and  demand 
him ;  and  he,  in  the  middle  of  the  night,  was  (hot,  with 
the  ex-fyndic  Fatio,  on  a  remote  part  of  the  Ram- 

parts.f 

Many  others  would  probably  have  fuffered  the  fame 
fate,  but  laved  themfelves,  by  well-applied  pecuniary 
facrifices  *  ;  and  the  power  of  the  Tribunal  having  at 
length  expired,  the  Judges  of  it  refigned  their  autho- 
rity, after  having  held  it  about  a  fortnight  5  in  which 

period 

"  my  bofom.  To  be  relieved  from  that  fight,  in  fome  degree, 
if  alleviates  the  mifery  of  leaving  my  Wife,  and  my  Children  ; 
*'  who,  whatever  be  their  future  fate,  will  never  have  reafon  to 
*  be  afhamed  of  my  Memory,"  &c.  &c.  &e. 

-f  The  two  others,  Audeaud  and  Delor,  were  executed  at  nearly 
the  fame  time  ;  fo  that,  in  the  whole,  eleven  perfons  fuffered  on 
this  cccafion,  viz.  Cayla,  Prevoji,  De  Rochement,  De  Combes, 
Vrvien-y  Chtnaud,  Meunier,  Naville,  Fatio,  Audeaud,  and  Delor. 

*  By  this  means,  many  individuals,  who  feemed  the  principal' 
objects  of  the  popular  fury,  efcaped,  while  others,  apparently- 
much  lefs  obnoxious,  were  facrificed.  One  of  the  Judges,  who, 
for  good,  reafons,  had  fuddenly  become  favourable  to  one  of  the' 
prisoners,  againft  whom  the  Populace  feemed  particularly  irri- 
tated, faid,  If  God  had  told  ?ne  this  morning,  Thou  ivilt  fpare  that 
Ariftocrat,  I  jhould  ha<ve  anfwered,  God,  thou  liejl  ;  and  yet,  con* 
fidering  the  defence  he  has  made,  I  find  myfelf  bound  to  acquit  him. 
Another,  more  fevere,  or  lefs  venal,  concluded  his  opinion  by 
frying,  We  are  told  that  the  Prifoner  at  the  bar  bad  many  private 
*virtnes  ,*  but  fo  had  Na<ville.  I  condemned  him,  notivitbftanding  his 
'virtues  :  I  fee  no  reafon  <vohy  this  ?nan  Jhculd  be  better  treated* 
However  his  fentence  was  mitigated  into  confiscation  and  exile» 
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period,  they  tried  and  pronounced   fentencc  on  508 
prifoners ;    of  whom, 
37  were  fentenced  to  death  and  forfeiture  of  all  their 
property,  26   of  whom  were  condemned  for 
non-appearance. 
94  to  perpetual  exile,    and  forfeiture  of  all   their 
property, 
4  to  exile  for  different  periods.  i 

$64  to  confinement,  for  different  periods,  in  their 
own  houfes. 
10  to  imprifonment   for  life,  in  the  houfe  of  cor- 
rection. 
7  to  imprifonment,  in  the  fame  place,  for  differenK 
periods. 
7 1  were  removed  from  their  Offices,  or  feverely  re- 
primanded y   and, 
a  1  were  acquitted  $  but  only  two  received  any  com- 
penfation  for  what  they  had  undergone. 

508 

At  laft9  faid  the  Judges,  in  the  report  they  made 
previous  to  refigning  their  offices,  at  laft  the  People 
is  avenged.  In  difcharging,  continued  they,  the  pain- 
ful and  important  duties  imp  of ed  upon  uSy  we  have 
followed  no  general  Rules,  we  have  been  guided  by  no 
Legal  principles.  (C  And  now  that  the  Revolution  is 
cc  completely  eftablilhed,  permit  us  to  declare  our 
"  ideas,  of  what  our  Country  requires  of  all  its  Cirf- 
cc  zens  :  it  requires  of  them  the  practice  of  all 
"  the  Social  and  Civic  Virtues ;  it  requires  of 
"  them  the  pureft  Morality,  the  mod  undeviating  in- 
u  tegrity,  both  in  their  private  traniaclions,  and  in 
<c  their  public  duties.  In  fhort,  it  requires  that  we 
"  be  completely  regenerated. — In  vain  mall  we  have 
cc  lopped  off  the  abufes,  that  naturally  moot  from  ex- 
"  cefiive  wealth  y  unlefs  we  eftabiifh  Juftice,  Pro- 
(<  bity,  and  Virtue^  not  in  words,  but  by  actions,  and 

by 
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cc  by  the  irrefiftible  force  of  example ;    Corruption 
"  will  again  rear  her  Hydra  head,"  &c.  &c.  &c. 

When  language  like  this,  is  heard  from  fuch  men, 
on  fuch  an  occafion  -,  when  to  other  crimes,  is  added 
the  hypocritical  affectation  of  confeience  and  prin- 
ciple, what  hope  is  there  of  remorfe  ?  What  expecta- 
tion of  a  return  to  juftice,  and  humanity  ?  Alas  ! 
the  unfortunate  Genevefe  have  no  hope,  no  expecta- 
tion, but  that  feeble  one,  that  the  fate  at  Rob  erf  pier  re 
may  be  a  warning  to  his  imitators,  and  that,  (ince 
compunction  cannot,  fear  may  produce  fome  mitiga- 
tion of  their  cruelty. 

But  however  this  may  be,  Geneva  is  no  longer  what 
it  was,  a  very  few  months  ago  :  it  is  a  new  city  (land- 
ing on  the  ruins  of  the  old  one  ;  and  inftead  of  peace, 
fecurity,  induftry,  content,  and  all  thehappinefs  which 
attends  the  practice  of  virtue,  nothing  is  to  be  teen 
but  pillage,  murder,  and  all  the  crimes,  and  all  the 
mifery,  which  the  diflblution  of  focial  ties,  lets  ir>  up- 
on the  human  fpecies.  Such  is  the  train  of  evils, 
which  the  adoption  of  but  a  fmall  part  of  the  Jacobi- 
nical philofophy,  has  introduced  into  Geneva  :  what 
muff  the  effects  of  the  whole  of  that  Syftem  be,  upon 
other  Countries,  when  we  fee  thole  it  has  produced 
upon  a  nation,  which,  in  the  midft  of  its  former  intef- 
tine  commotions,  conftantly  revered  the  rights  of  pro- 
perty, and  fhuddered  at  the  fight  of  blood  ! 

In  one  point  only,  do  we  (till  difcover  the  true 
Genevefe  character  j  I  mean  ill  the  jealous  vigilance, 
with  which  both  the  oppreflbrs,  and  the  oppreffed, 
watch  over  their  political  Independence,  and  have 
hitherto  protected  it  from  the  treachery  of  France. 
Doubtlefs,  the  leaders  of  the  Revolution,  find  it  more 
convenient  to  infult,  and  plunder  their  defencelefs 
Countrymen  at  home,  than  to  be  put  in  Requifuion, 
and  draughted  into  the  armies  of  the  Ocean,  the  Rhine, 
and  the  Pyrenees:  but  plunder  mud  have  an  end ; 
and  when  the  booty  is  fpent,  what  will  then  remain  for 
5  them, 
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diem,  but  to  fell  their  unhappy  Country,  to  the  higheft 
bidier? 

If  it  be  painful  to  You,  Sir,  to  read  this  defcription, 
how  mucn  more  fo  is  it  for  a  Genevan  to  write  it  ?  So 
painful  is  it,  that  1  fhould  hardly  have  undertaken  the 
tafk,  had  I  not  been  informed,  that  fome  of  my  unhap- 
py Countrymen  are  about  to  embark  for  America,  in 
confidence  of  finding  there,  the  liberty,  and  fecurity, 
which  they  have  loft  at  home. — Permit  me,  Sir,  to  re- 
commend thofe  unfortunate  Exiles  to  your  protection, 
and  to  the  humanity  of  your  Countrymen ;  and  be  af- 
fured,  that  for  the  hofpitality,  and  generous  affiftance, 
You  hold  forth  to  them,  you  will  receive  an  ample 
return,  of  a  kind  \  hich  the  Americans  prize  the  mod  : 
The  Genevefe  who  fettle  among  You,  will  bring  you 
habits  of  acting,  and  of  thinking,  truly  Republican, 
and  perfectly  conformable  to  your  own :  They  will 
bring  You,  an  enlightened  zeal  for  liberty,  an  habitual 
fubmifijon  to  equal  and  impartial  Laws,  an  awful 
reverence  for  Religion,  and  a  facred  regard  for  Pro- 
perty :  But  above  all,  Sir,  they  will  bring  You  that 
dr  :  <  >rthe  interference  of  foreign  Powers,  which  their 
me  -nc holy  experirnce  has  taught  them,  and  a  pro- 
fou  I  refpect  tor  thofe  efiential,  and  fundamental  forms 
of  ne  Conftku  ion,  which,  in  free  States,  are  the 
ftrongeft  fafeguards  of  Liberty. 

I  am,  Sir,  &c.  &c« 


Low 


London,  Sept.  23,  1794. 

S  I  R, 

.1  HE  Revolution  of  Geneva  feems  to  take  a  milder 
turn,  than  might  have  been  expected  ;  owing,  per- 
haps, to  a  change  in  the  tern;  difpofition  of  the 
French,  who  appear  to  be  relaxing  from  their  fyftem 
of  feverity,  or,  more  probably,  to  the  return  of  the 
Geneve.Je  to  their  natural  character.  Whatever  be 
the  caufc,  it  is  certain,  that  the  latter  begin  to  feel 
fome  remorfe,  for  what  they  have  done;  and  openly 
avow  their  regret  for  having  fo  long  imitated,  and 
(to  fay  the  truth)  in  every  point  but  one,  furpafTed 
the  former. 

In  one  point  indeed,  and  in  one  point  only,  the 

.:h  are  dill  without  a  rival  ;  for  out  of  no  lefs  than 

perfons,    on    whom    different    fentences    were 

xd,  on  the  late  occafion,  there  was  but  one  Woman, 

s  condemned  to  be  imprifoned  for  life,   for 

having  given  aftiftance,  and  forwarded  letters,  to  fome 

French  Emigrants  ;  and  it  is  more  than  probable,  that 

even  this  fentence  was  obtained  by  the  influence,  and 

igues,  of  the  Fro.ch  Rendent.     In  every  other  re- 

ipec:  the  t  have  gone  far  beyond  their  model. 

One  of  the  Judges,  for  initance,  of  the  Revolutionary 

j  left  the  Bench,  in  order  to 
afTm  in  executing  the  unfortunate  Magiflrates,  whom 
he  had  juft  condemned.  In  the  fame  manner,  thofe 
who  fentenced  the  Syndic  Cay  I  a  to  death,  had  the 
audacity  to  reckon,  among  his  crimes,  the  large  fums, 
which  he  had  long  been  in  the  habit  of  diftributing 
.g  the  Poor,  with  a  view  (as  was  alledged)  of 
corrupting  them.  His  bounty  was,  indeed,  impro- 
perly 
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perly  applied,  fincc  the  very  objects  of  it  were  thofe, 
who  clamoured  the  loudeft  for  his  death,  and  actu- 
ally obtained  it.  They  are  now  forry  that  they  did 
fo  :  their  forrow  however  does  not  proceed  from  re- 
morie,  but  is  the  confequence  of  an  event,  which  they 
little  expected,  and  for  which  they  were  wholly  un- 
prepared. 

You  recollect,  Sir,  that  the  fecond  Revolution, 
which  took  place  on  the  18th  of  July  1794,  was,  in  a 
great  meafurc,  effected  by  the  two  Clubs  of  the  Mar- 
Jeillefe  and  Mountaineers.,  Thofe  Clubs  were  com- 
pofed  of  the  very  dregs  of  the  populace,  and  confe- 
quently,  could  only  be  tools  in  the  hands  of  others. 
But  no  fooner  was  the  fecond  Revolution  completely 
effected,  then  they  who  had  conducted  the  former, 
adopted  it,  and  with  a  view,  either  of  fecuring  their  own 
fafety,  or  perhaps  offharing  the  plunder,  immediately 
endeavoured  to  put  themfelves  at  the  head  of  it. 

Of  courfe,  their  firft  object  was,  to  (trip  the  French 
Refident  of  his  influence.  And  in  truth  it  was  time 
to  do  fo ;  for  there  was  now  no  doubt,  that  the  only 
object  of  that  Minuter,  in  forming  the  intereft  he 
had  acquired  among  the  Mountaineers,  was  to 
govern  and  guide  them  himfelf,  and  by  their  means, 
ultimately  to  incorporate  Geneva  with  France. 

But  this  Coalition,  however  unexpected,  was  not 
brought  about  fo  expeditioufly,  as  to  efcape  the  pene- 
tration of  Soulavie  ;  who  no  fooner  difcovered  it,  than 
he  determined  immediately  to  halten  to  the  execution 
of  his  plan. 

At  this  critical  moment,  happened  the  fall,  and 
immediately  afterwards,  the  death  of  Roberfpierre, 
whofe  creature  he  was.  This  event  completely 
blafted  his  hopes ;  his  rivals  were  inftantly  joined  by 
all  the  Genevefe,  who  ftill  wifhed  to  preierve  the 
independence  of  their  Country  ;  and  a  formal  com- 
G  plaint 
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plaint  was  lodged  againft  him,  with  the  French 
Mini  dry.* 

Defperate,  however,  as  his  fituation  was,  he  refolved 
to  make  one  more  effort,  to  lave  himfelf,  and  he 
foon  found  the  opportunity  he  wanted. 

The  daily  allowance,  which  had  been  diftributed 
for  about  three  weeks,  among  the  Clubs,  and  which 
had  coft  the  State  300  louis  d'ors  a  day,  had  been 
lately  withdrawn,  to  the  great  difTatisfaction  of  the 
Marfeilleie  and  Mountaineers,  but  particularly  of  the 
latter,  who  were  thereby  deprived  of  a  refource  which, 
while  it  lafted,  had  made  it  unnecefTary  for  them  to 
\eturn    to  their   former  Employments.     To   refume 

them 

*  The  very  day  after  Roberfpierre's  defeat,  the  Revolutionary 
Government  wrote  an  anfwer  to  a  very  violent  note,  prefented 
by  Soulavie,  in  which  he  exprefsly  calls  them  the  Enemies  of 
France y  and  threatens  them  with  no  lefs,  than  arming  the  neighbour- 
ing Diftricls  againft  them.  This  Anfwer  contains  a  very  fpirited 
recapitulation  of  the  conduct  of  Soulavie,  and  is  the  more  curious, 
as  it  is  a  linking  fpecimen  of  the  new  Diplomatic  ftyle,  which 
the  Revolutionary  Syltem  has  introduced. 

"  Citizen  Refi'dent,"  faid  they,  "  The  Syndics  and  Council  of 
««  Geneva  have  ever  been  aware  of  your  ill. will  towards  both 
"  them,  and  their  Republic.  They  have  long  feen,  that  your 
"  conduct  is  directly  calculated,  to  involve  them  in  a  difpute 
"  with  France  :  but  their  love  of  peace,  and  their  refpect  for 
*(  the  character  you  fuitain,  has  induced  them  to  fupprefs  the 
«'  pnpleafing  fentiments,  which  luch  a  fight  excited. — But  now 
"  that  Ycu  let  them  the  example,  by  forgetting  the  refpect  You 
"  owe,  to  the  Magistrates  of  a  free  and  independent  people, 
cy  no  longer  withhold  the  expreflion  of  their  indignation, 
ei  and  feel  it  a  duty  to  rcpei  your  attacks,  &c.  &c. 

"  We  will  not  enumerate  all  our  caufes  of  complaint,  againft 
*'  You.  We  fhail  foon  have  an  opportunity  of  ftating  them 
"  fully,  to  Thofe  who  want  neither  power,  nor  inclination  to  do 
"  us  juftice.  We  will  confine  ourielves,  at  prefent,  to  fome  ob- 
f*  fervations  on  your  official  Note,  of  the  13th  of  Thsrmidor,  and 
'«  en  the  lpirit  which  ieenis  to  have  dictated  it.  That  Note 
"  exhibits,  in  our  opinion,  a  fatisfactory  proof,  with  how  little 
"  delicacy  You  choofe  the  means  of  effecting  your  purpofe. 
unefacts  it  has  wholly  fuppreffed  ;  others  it  itates imperfectly; 
"  and  by  artfully  mifreprefenting  the  re  it,  gives  room  to  fufpect, 
•  that  tilings  of  greater  importance  than  tkofe  it  itates,  are 

behind 
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them  now,  was  a  meafiire  they  were  not  at  all  in- 
clined to  ;  2nd  their  ill-humour  increafed,  as  they 
began  to  feel  the  preflure  of  diftrefs. 

They  complained,  of  having  been  amufed  with  the 
hope,  that,  as  foon  as  the  new  divifion  of  Property 
was  made,  every  Patriot  would  have  a  comfortable 
fubfi[*ence.  They  faw  with  indignation,  that  cheir 
plunder  was  either  wafted,  or  put  out  of  their  reach, 
as  foon  as  it  was  collected  ;  and  as  it  was  impoftible 
either  to  fell,  or  to  let  the  fplendid  houfes,  which  had 
been  confifcated,  both  within  the  walls  of  the  City, 
and  in  the  neighbourhood,  they  infifted  on  having 
G  2  them 

behind.  Nor  is  this  all :  at  the  very  inftant,  when  all  the 
Friends  of  Liberty  and  Equality  in  Geneva,  are  united  to  crufh 
Ariftocracy,  You  impute  to  us  views  of  hoftility  towards 
France.  But  what  Genevan  can  fee  any  advantage,  (unlefs  he 
is  a  traitor  to  his  Country)  in  exciting,  in  driving  (as  you  term 
it)  the  neighbouring  Diftrifts,  to  take  arms  againft  us  ?  Give 
as  leave  to  tell  You,  Sir,  that  it  is  your  bafe  and  infidious  con- 
duel:  alone,  which  will  induce  them  to  take  fach  a  ftep,  or  to 
form  a  bad  opinion  of  us  ?  Was  it  for  this  purpofe  that 
You  were  fent  to  us  ?  The  Nation  You  represent,  has 
made  Juftice  and  Integrity,  the  Order  of  the  day :  but  its 
Minifter  has  wilfully,  and  deliberately,  falHned  the  moil  im- 
portant facls  in  order  to  criminate  us.  The  Nation  You 
reprefent,  wifhes  to  fraternize  with  all  other  free  Nations : 
but  You,  Sir,  have  abufed  the  authority  of  your  iituation,  to 
commit  your  Country,  with  the  only  Nation,  which  has 
adopted  its  principles.  We  know,  however,  that  the  Com- 
mittee of  Pubic  Safety  will  not  condemn  a  whole  People 
unheard  :  to  it,  we  fhall  addrefs  ourfelves,  and  we  know  that 
We  fhall  be  heard ;  the  important  truths  we  mall  difclofe,  will 
have  their  e fie 61.  Your  menaces  do  not  terrify  us :  We  even 
hear  them  with  pleafure,  as  they  afford  us  a  hope,  that  the 
intrigues  and  cabals  You  have  been  fo  long  forming  againft  us, 
will  foon  be  at  an  end.  This  undifguifed  declaration  of  our 
fentiments,  thefe  bold  truths,  are  the  language  of  Fr&emen : 
If  it  offends  You,  the  condutt  which  has  occafioned  it,  will 
juftify  it,  and  we  (hall  ftand  acquitted  by  all,  who  love  fincerity 
and  truth.  We  therefore  give  You  notice,  Sir,  that  we  fhall 
tranfmit  both  your  Note,  and  our  Anfwer,  to  the  Committee 
of  Public  Safety,"  &c.  &c. 

Geneva,    Aug.  5th,  in  the  3d  Year  of  Geneve 'fe  Equality. 
By  Order  of  the  Syndics  and  Council, 

(Signed)         DlDIER. 
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them  divided,  and  diftributed  in  {hares.  Far,  alfo, 
from  joining  the  majority  of  the  Friends  of  the  Revo- 
lution, in  blaming  the  conduct  and  defigns  of  the 
French  Refident,  they  flocked  in  great  numbers  to 
his  houfe  ;  fupported  him  againft  the  mod  popular 
Members  of  the  Government-,  and  infixed  upon 
knowing  the  reafons  of  the  mijunderftanding  between 
him  and  them,  which,  tbey  faid,  was  too  prejudicial  to  the 
inter  efts  of  the  Republic,  to  be  kept  a  fecret. 

But  however  they  migiic  regret,  in  private,  that  the 
Revolucion  had  not  had  the  effect  of  making  Geneva, 
a  part  of  the  French  Republic,  they  were  not  yet  bold 
enough,  openly  to  afllgn  that  as  the  reafon  of  their 
difiPatisfaction.  They  made  no  fcruple,  however,  of 
declaring  loudly,  that  the  vengeance  of  the  nation  was 
not  yet  fitisfied ;  and  infilled,  that  the  Revolutionary 
Tribunal  mould  refume  its  functions,  and  bring  to 
juftice,  between  five  and  fix  hundred  more  perfons, 
who,  they  faid,  had  been  hitherto  fpared,  though 
clearly  guilty,  and  in  which  number,  they  at  laft 
exprefsly  and  by  name,  included  thole  Revolutionifts, 
who  were  known  to  be  the  mod  attached  to  the  pre- 
fervation  of  the  National  independence,  as  well  as 
fome,  whom  Sculavie  pointed  out  to  them,  as  his  own 
perfenal  enemies,  and  who  were,  in  fact,  the  principal 
Members  of  the  Conftitutional  Government,  but  whom 
he  chofe  to  call  by  the  name  of  Temporifers  and 
Moderates.  Thefe  laft  w7ere  particularly  obnoxious 
to  the  Mountaineers,  and  had  incurred  their  moft 
violent  hatred,  by  constantly  checking  them,  when- 
ever, after  the  completion  of  the  firf:  Revolution,  that 
undifciplined  and  lavage  mob  wanted  to  hurry  on  to 
a  fecond,  before  Boufquet  arrived  to  point  out  the 
.proper  time  for  beginning  it. 

Thefe  threats  of  perfonal  danger  roufed  the 
Members  of  the  Conftitutional  Government,  and  indu- 
ced them,  though  ftill  to  a  certain  degree  under  fuf- 
penfion,  to  refume  the  authority  they  had  affected  to 

wane 
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want  on  the  18th  of  July.  The  reft  of  the  Revolu- 
tionary Clubs  were  immediately  called  together,  and 
in  one  of  them,  the  feelings  of  the  Members  excited 
by  a  fpeech,  in  which  the  mafic  was  fo  completely  laid 
afide,  that  it  would  be  unpardonable  not  to  lay  fome 
paflages  of  it  before  you. 

"  I  maintain,"  faid  the  Revolutionid  who  delivered 
it,  "  that  the  fcheme  of  erecting  a  new  Revolutionary 
"  Tribunal,  can  have  originated,  only  in  an  enemy  to 
ct  the  independence  of  our  Country  :  nor  can  it  meet 
"  with  fupport,  but  from  the  mod  deluded,  or  from 
c<  thofe  who  are  too  indolent  to  return  to  their  former 
"  employments,  and  who  know,  that  until  the  tran- 
"  quillity  of  the  State  is  redored,  they  mud  be  con- 
H.  tinued  in  arms,  and  confequently,  fupported  at  the 
<c  public  expence.  For  what  but  the  completed  igno- 
cc  ranee,  or  the  mod  wicked  malice,  can  fugged  any 
cc  apprehenfions  now,  from  what  was  once  the  Arifto- 
"  cratical  party  in  Geneva,  and  v/hich  the  lofs  of  its 
"  wealth,  and  the  fall  of  Monarchy  in  France,  have 
"  completely  reduced  to  infignificancc,  without  power 
c<  at  home,  or  influence  abroad  ?  &c. 

cc  France  has  made  Juftice  the  Order  of  the  day  : 
cc  yet  in  Geneva,  v/hich  fhould  be  a  City  of  Brothers, 
"  there  are  men  to  be  found,  who  dill  third  for  blood, 
"  and  call  for  the  edablifhment  of  another  Revolu- 
€(  tionary  Tribunal,  with  no  limit  to  its  authority,  but 
"  its  own  capricious  will.  Is  there  no  reafon  to  fear, 
"  that  the  refpec~table  Powers,  on  whom  we  depend 
<c  for  our  fubfidence,  and  for  the  profperity  of  our 
(c  trade,  and  who  have  already  fo  drongly  marked 
cc  their  difapprobanon  of  our  conduct,  will  no  longer 
<c  fupprefs  their  indignation  ?  And  fhould  that  be  the 
<c  cafe,  is  there  no  reafon  to  fear  that  Geneva,  the  native 
<c  Country  of  Roujjeau, — Geneva,  whofe  Citizens  had, 
te  by  their  calm  and  temperate  behaviour,  even  in 
"  the  midd  of  intedine  difcords,  by  the  purity  of 
cc  their  morals,  by  their  piety,  by  the  brilliancy  of 

"  their 
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w  their  talents,  and  the  extent  of  their  knowledge, 
<c  obtained  the  efteem  and  refpeet  of  all  Eurcpe  ; — 
cc  that  Geneva  may  lofe  its  independence,  and  no 
cc  longer  be  permitted  to  call  herfelf  free  ?  Let  us 
M  inftantly  reject  a  propofal  fo  dangerous,"  &c. 

This  harangue  was  very  much  applauded,  and  when 
printed,  ievived  the  courage  of  all  thofe  who  had 
been  concerned  in  effecting  the  firft  Revolution,  as 
well  as  of  thofe,  who,  though  equally  averfe  to  the 
firft  and  fecond,  had,  from  motives  of  fear  or  prudence, 
fubmitted  to  both.  They  immediately  refolved  to 
arm  themfelves,  but  to  receive  no  pay  :  to  revive  the 
olutionarj  Tribunal,  but  at  the  fame  time,  to 
direct  its  feverity,  not  againft  thofe  who  were  falfely 
d  and  treated  as  Ariftocrates,  but  towards  thofe, 
who  we.e  endeavouring,  under  the  mafk  of  Patriotifm, 
to  involve  their  Country  in  confufion,  and  to  give  up 
its  independence. 

Having,  by  thefe  meafures,  obtained  a  decided  fupe- 
riority,  they  flill  proceeded  with  great  caution,  and 
were  particularly  careful  not  to  alarm  the  Marfeillefe, 
who  were  more  numerous,  and  if  poffible,  more  eager 
for  blood  than  the  Mountaineers ;  but  at  the  fame 
time,  more  under  the  controul  of  their  Leaders,  lefs 
in  the  habit  of  looking  ud  to  the  French  Refi dent,  and 
more  attached  to  the  idea  of  National  independence. 
By  this  conduct,  they  detached  them  by  degrees  from 
their  former  AiTociates,  the  Mountaineers  ;  who, 
being  thus  abandoned,  were  furrounded,  difarmed, 
thrown  into  prifon,  without  offering  to  make  the 
ilightefl  refiftance  \  though,  when  they  clamoured  for 
the  death  of  the  acquitted  Magiftrates,  the  very  men, 
who  now  mattered  them  fo  eafily,  affected  to  confider 
them  as  invincible. 

The  new  Tribunal,  which  con  fitted  of  the  fame 
Members  as  before,  was  very  careful,  however,  in 
the  exercife  of  its  authority,  to  fpare  fuch  of  the  Moun- 
taineers,   as   had   diftinguifhed  thenifelves   by  their 
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zeal  on  the  former  occafion ;  and  endeavoured  to 
divert  the  public  indignation  from  them,  by  calling 
for  accufations  againft  fuch  of  the  more  wealthy  Citi- 
zens, as  had  hitherto  efcaped,  and  were  ftill  incorrigible 
Enemies  of  the  Revolution.  But  the  whole  body  of 
tlevolutionifts  faw  through  the  artifice,  and  on  the  25th 
of  Auguft,  being  the  tery  day  after  that,  on  which  the 
Tribunal  was  erected,  prcfented  the  following  addrefs 
to  it. 

fC  Yefterday,  Citizens,  You  received  an  order  from 
cc  2135  of  your  Countrymen,  to  form  Yourfelves  into 
<c  a  Revolutionary  Tribunal ,  and  to  try  the  criminals, 
cc  who  had  been  imprifoned  the  preceding  morning; 
<c  and  what  have  You  done  ?  Nothing.  We  are  tired 
cc  of  fuch  flow,  fuch  equivocal  conduct;  and  we  now 
cc  come  to  inform  You,  that  unlefs  You  proceed  to  the 
difcharge  of  your  duty  by  noon,  we  will  make  You 
anfwerable  for  the  confequences.  Let  the  firft  of 
your  Members,  who  (hall  dare  to  draw  off  your 
attention  from  the  exercife  of  your  functions,  be 
r<  immediately  put  under  arreft :  let  the  Mountain- 
cc  eers  be  difarmed  :  let  the  Addrefs  which  has  been 
<c  found  among  their  papers,  be  communicated  to 
"  all  the  Citizens  :  and  let  the  difturbers  of  the  public 
"  peace,  meet  the  punifhment  they  deferve,  before 
<c  the  day  is  over." 

(Signed)         Girard,  Secretary. 

When  the  books  and  papers  of  the  Mountaineers 
were  feized,the  plan  of  an  Addrefs  to  the  People,  was 
found  among  them,  the  object  of  which  was,  to  bring 
about  a  third  Revolution.  It  efpoufed  the  quarrel  of 
the  French  Refident,  in  the  openelt  manner,  and  afked 
in  plain  terms,  bew  long  the  Enemies  of  the  French 
Nation  were  to  injult  it  with  impunity  ? 

This  addrefs,  (which  was  evidently  drawn  up  by 
Soulavie)*  was  directly  calculated  to  put  the  Rez-clu- 

tionijls 

*  Among  other  paflages,  is  the  following  very  curious  one  ; 
Thegood-ixilloftheMoKntaiHii  Frame,  ca.: 
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tion:fis  themfelves  into  confufcon,   and  force  them  to 
:        v  themfelves   inl  .-.rms  of  France  j  though 

it  affected  to  tre;  any  fuch  defign, 

as  a  grofs  and  flanderous  ralfehood.     It  has  been 
that  by    i  emical  proceis,   ibme  of  the 

/.ich  had  been  figned  to  this  paper  and  a 
wards  erafed,  were  reitored  ;  and  that,  among  others, 

However  this  may  have  been, 
f  fuch  of  the  Mountaineers,   as  were 
taken  into  cuftcdy,  left  no  doubt  of  the  nature  o: 
Minifter's  views  and  condu. 

Di  Rr  hazy  the Genevefe 

Refident  in  France,   a   n  real  me:  very 

n  no  one  fufpedh  of 
approving  the  conduct  of  jugh 

all  were  lorprifed  that  he  c  \  :o  fill  his  fnua- 

tion   under  them)   being   p.  the 

fcheme,  :  I  againft  ependence  of 

his  Country,  took  advantage  of  the  fall  ;r/pierre, 

to  defeat  i:. — He  DC  :led  upon  th 

fucceeded    A  ivow  tne   conduct  of 

.:s  of  difplea: 
but  he  alio  obtained  ntion,  a  new  and 

fole;  the   Independence   of 

.nee  of  the  fame  honours  to 
a  rely  been  gfa 
to  the  M  erica.     In  his 

ire  to  let 
his  C  know,  chat  the  account  o  :  Re- 

volution f  had  intended,  no  doubt,  for  the 

peruiii  .:ed  his  fucccflbrs,  at 

tne  very  mo  had  "determined  to  a 

a  lioc  is  :  that  the  prin- 

ciples 

m,  ea- 
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on  which  they  meant  to  act,  were  thofe  of  Juftice, 
Humanity,  and  Moderation  ;  and  that  their  intention 
was  to  fhew  themfelves,  not  more  the  foes  of  Ariilo- 
cracy,  than  of  Anarchy  and  Infubordination. 

The  ftate  of  affairs  being  thus  fo  effentially  altered, 
the  Revolutionary  Tribunal  could  no  longer  refufe  to 
proceed  to  the  trial  of  the  Mountaineers.  And  al- 
though no  pofitive  evidence  was  adduced,  of  a  plot  to 
deliver  up  the  City  into  the  hands  of  the  French,  and 
though  the  individuals  accufed,  made  the  moft  public 
and  folemn  declaration,  that  every  ftep,  for  which  they 
were  now  called  to  anfwer,  was  taken  by  the  inftiga- 
tion,  and  under  the  immediate  direction,  of  the  very 
men,  who  were  then  fitting  in  judgment  on  them,  yet 
four  of  the  Leaders  of  the  Party  received  fentence  of 
death.  The  Populace,  who  but  fix  weeks  before, 
had  been  the  accomplices,  and  inftruments  of  their 
crimes,  heard  the  fentence  with  tranfport ;  and  the 
Criminals  met  their  fate,  in  a  manner  as  daftardly,  as 
the  behaviour  of  the  Magiftrates,  whom  they  had 
murdered,  was  courageous  and  dignified.  Thus  has 
fo  fmall  a  State  as  Geneva,  already  proved,  at  the  ex- 
pence  of  the  very  men,  who  contemptuoufly  called 
the  Revolution,  an  abortive  one,  the  jultnefs  of  the 
remark  of  a  great  Revolutionary  Leader  in  France,*  a 
few  moments  before  he  fubmitted  to  the  Guillotine. — 
Every  RevQlutiwu£z\&  hesj)£jh&_nature  ofouzujs  like.. 

Satum^JLd^^ 

Boufquet,  the  realhead  of  the  Mountaineer  party,  is 
ftill  alive  :  but  he  lives  in  hourly  apprehenfions  of 
fharing  the  fate  of  his  accomplices.  That  Rober- 
Jyierre  of  Geneva,  who  pofTcfTes  all  the  vices,  and  none 
of  the  tajents  of  his  model,  and  who  like  him,  ruled 
his  country  for  a  fhort  time,  with  unlimited  fway,  has 
not  been  able  to  retain  his  ufurped  Authority. — That 
he  might  have  a  plaufible  pretext,  for  no  longer  con- 
tinuing a  member  of  a  Tribunal,  whofe  cruelties  he 

H  affected 

*  Danton. 
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affected  ro  condemn,  he  has,  with  equal  dexterity 
and  bafenefs,  contrived  to  withdraw  his  name  from 
the  number  of  thofe  who  were  to  decide  on  the  lives 
of  their  Countrymen,  and  to  have  it  inferred  in  the 
Commiffion,  to  which  the  tafk  of  confifcating  their 
property,  was  allotted  :  and  now,  equally  dreading 
the  vengeance  of  thofe  he  has  ruined,  and  the  con- 
tempt of  thofe  who  fhared  his  crimes,  he  is  rapidly 
finking  into  his  original  obfcurity,  and  already  veri- 
fies the  prediction  of  one  of  his  Countrymen  (Mr. 
Chauvet),  who,  in  a  Letter  from  London,  of  the 
1 5th  of  Augult,  told  him,  that  he  would  prefer ve  only 
thejhadow  of  authority,  by  fubmitting  to  acls  of  the  bafeft 
compliance .  cc  Thofe  who  overturn  the  Laws,"  con- 
tinued he,  "  are  Tyrants  to-day,  only  to  be  Slaves  to- 
"  morrow  ;  and  are  luffered  to  exift,  amidft  the  con- 
<c  tempt  of  their  afibciates,  and  the  hatred  of  their 
Cl  rivals,  only  until  they  have  fatiated  the  avidity  of 
16  the  one,  and  prepared  the  way  for  the  triumph 
€t  of  the  other."  The  Letter  ended  with  thefe  pro- 
phetic words ;  <c  I  do  not  fay,  that  political  Crimes 
<c  have  always  led  to  the  ruin  of  thofe,  who  commie 
<c  them  -,  I  do  not  fay,  that  the  popularity  which  is 
<c  obtained  by  fuch  means,  is  as  unliable  as  it  is  con- 
Ci  temptible  :  nor  do  I  fay,  that  a  thoufand  accidents 
<c  may  change  that  Order  of  things,  which  now  feems 
u  fo  favourable  to  You.  But  I  fay,  that  the  hour  is 
<c  at  hand,  when  you  will  envy  the  fate  of  thofe,  who 
<c  have  fallen  facriftces  to  the  Revolution  you  have 
"  effected,"  &c. 

The  punifhment,  which  the  inferior  Agents  of  the 
late  Revolution  have  already  fuffered,  has  encouraged 
the  Genevefe  to  hope,  that  the  vengeance  of  Providence 
will  foon  overtake  the  principal  Criminals,  and  afford 
the  unhappy  victims  of  their  ambition,  fome  allevi- 
ation of  their  mifery,  and  perhaps,  an  opportunity  of 
efcaping  from  a  City  which  is  become  the  harbour  of 
every  crime.     Some,  indeed,  have  already  obtained, 

by 
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by  means  of  money,  a  commutation  of  their  fen- 
tence  of  confinement  to  their  own  houfes,  into  perpe- 
tual exile.  And  who  can  wonder,  that  they  fhould 
confider  it  as  an  indulgence,  that  can  hardly  be 
bought  too  dearly,  to  be  banifhed  from  a  City,  whofe 
flreets  are  reeking  with  the  blood  of  innocent  and 
virtuous  men ;  where  the  hopes  of  plunder  are  the 
only  bonds  of  an  union,  which  the  divifion  of  ir, 
muft  foon  difTolve ;  where  the  populace  was  encou- 
raged to  pillage,  in  order  to  be  taken  into  pay  ;  and 
was  kept  in  pay,  in  order  to  pillage  ;  where  property 
is  loft  to  its  owners,  without  enriching  or  fatiating  the 
robbers  :  a  City,  whofe  Inhabitants  have  fuffered  a 
handful  of  Foreigners  *  to  govern  them,  to  infult 
them,  and  even  to  infufe  a  portion  of  their  own  fero- 
city into  them;  where  the  blacken:  crimes  appear 
without  difguife,  and  the  pure  religion  of  the  Country, 
with  its  venerable  Minifters,  is  delivered  over  to  an 
infolent  and  mercilefs  perfecution  ;  where  thofe  who 
have  already  fuffered,  are   perhaps  lefs  to  be  pitied, 

H  2  than 

*  I  am  fenfible,  this  is  but  a  weak  Apology  for  the  Genevefe. 
Nothing  is  more  true  however,  than  that  they  received  their  firfl 
impulfe  towards  the  late  Revolution,  from  France ;  and  that  the 
greateft  part  of  the  enormities  perpetrated  in  the  courfe  of  them, 
were  committed  by  Foreigners,  and  particularly  by  Frenchmen, 
who,  in  the  nrit  Revolution,  had  acquired  the  right  of  Citizen- 
lhip  in  Geneva,  which/  from  its  local  fituation  with  refpecl:  to 
France ,  Savoy,  and  Switzerland,  naturally  became  the  refuge  of  all 
fuch  as,  from  various  circumftances,  were  obliged  to  abandon 
their  own  country. 

A  decifive  proof  that  the  fecond  Revolution  was  not  the  work 
of  the  Genevefe,  is,  that  the  Authors  of  it,  never  ventured  to 
affemble  the  General  JJJembly,  and  took  the  earlieft  opportunity  of 
fufpending  it,  and  transferring  its  functions  to  provifional  Com- 
mittees compofed  of  very  few  Members.  Doubtlefs,  the  Genevefe 
have  been  much  to  blame  ;  yet,  what  other  Country  will  venture 
to  fay,  that  had4t  been  as  weak,  as  unprotected,  as  Geneva  was, 
as  completely  furrounded  by  the  territory,  and  as  much  expofed 
to  the  violence,  and  when  violence  was  laid  afide,  to  the  intrigues 
and  artifices  of  France,  it  would  have  efcaped  the  cruel  fate, 
which  Defpotifm,  Injuftice,  and  Perfidy,  have  brought  upon  that 
unfortunate  State  ? 
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than  the  furvivors,  who  live  in  dreadful  expectation  of 
following  their  fate  j  where  ibon,  nothing  will  be 
ieen,  but  the  miferies  of  the  oppreflfed,  and  the  tyranny 
of  the  bppfeffors;  where  the  Rich  are  plundered,  to 
feed  the  indolence,  and  inflame  the  avidity  of  the 
indigent ;  where  Famine,  Difcord,  Hatred,  and  Re- 
venge, muft  foon  appear,  with  all  the  horrors  that 
ufually  accompany  them  ;  where  the  facred  name  of 
Liberty  has  been  for  ever  polluted,  and  where  thofe, 
who  are  mod  afflicted  at  the  calamities,  of  which 
they  have  luffered  themfelves  to  be  made  the  inftru- 
menrs,  fee  no  means  to  efcape,  but  by  plunging  into 
others,  ftill  more  difaftrous  ;  and  where,  even  if  they 
were  able,  by  an  effect,  of  virtuous  Defpair,  to  free 
themfelves  from  the  yoke  that  galls  them,  the  troops 
of  France  which  furround  them,  would  afTuredly 
avenge  the  caufe  of  their  Tyrants,  and  inflict  upon 
them  a  punifhment,  of  which  the  World  has 
already  feen  with  horror  an  inf  lance,  in  the  fate  of 
Lyons  ? 

In  fhort,  Sir,  Geneva,  that  was  once  fo  diflinguifhed 
among  the  Cities  of  the  Earth — Geneva,  the  feat  of 
Religion,  of  Morality,  of  Science,  of  Art  and  of  Com- 
merce, but  above  all,  of  Sacred  Liberty — Geneva  is 
irrecoverably  loll  :  peace,  fecurity,  and  happinefs 
have  for  ever  abandoned  her,  and  her  miferies  can  only 
terminate  with  thofe  of  France.  Happy,  if  like  her 
wifer  Neighbours,  the  Szvijs,  fhe  had  remained  a 
filent  fpectator  of  the  convulfions,  which  have  fo  long 
diilracted  that  unfortunate  Country  !  But,  as  fhe  has 
been  feduced  to  imitate  her  conduct,  fhe  mufl  parti- 
cipate her  fate.  The  fall  of  Robespierre  at  Paris,  was 
immediately  followed  by  the  ruin  of  the  Mountaineers 
at  Geneva;  and  every  future  ftruggle  of  faction  in  the 
former  of  thofe  cities,  will  be  equally  felt  in  the  latter. 
France  is  now  her  only  Ally  ;  and  even  the  friendfhip 
of  France  would  be  loft,  if  the  citizens  of  Geneva,  im- 
pelled by  remorfe  for  what  they  have  done,  and  re- 
membering 
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membering  their  former  happinefs,  'fhould  make  any 
efforts  to  recover  that  fober  freedom,  thofe  wife  and 
temperate  Laws,  which  they  have  been  facrificing, 
during  the  laft  two  years,  on  the  altars  of  Revolu- 
tionary Anarchy. 


1  Facilis  defcenfus  Averr.i : 

Sedrevocare  gradum,fuj>erafqt  evader*  ad  auras, 
Hie  labor,  hoc  opus  eji. 


Yours,  &C, 


Lon> 


London,  Oft.  3,  1794- 

SIR, 

X  HE  appearance  of  moderation,  which  things 
feemed  to  wear  at  Geneva,  when  I  lait  had  the  honour 
to  addrefs  You,  was  foon  laid  afide  ;  and  we  are  now 
to  fee  the  Revolution,  in  its  genuine  and  original  cha- 
racter, as  a  fyftem  of  anarchy,  devastation,  and  plunder. 

You  may  recollect,  that  at  the  date  of  my  laft 
letter,  the  Mountaineers  were  completely  humbled  ; 
Sculavie  was  recalled,  and  the  Convention  had  made 
declarations,  which,  if  fincere,  rendered  all  apprehen- 
fions  of  danger  from  the  French,  groundlefs.  Under 
circumfbnees  fo  favourable,  the  Revolutionary  Tri- 
bunal thought  it  unneceffary  to  wear  the  mafk  any 
longer.  It  declared  it  to  be  unjuft,  that  its  feverity 
ihould  be  exercifed  on  deluded  patriots  only  ;  and 
thought  it  hieh  time  to  take  the  cafes  of  fuch  of  the 
Enemies  cf  Liberty  and  Equality,  as  had  been  lately 
odcrtd  not  to  leave  their  own  houfes,  into  confidera- 
tion. 

The  number  of  perfons  of  that  defcription 
amounted  to  343.  They  were  principally  of  the 
clafs  of  Merchants,  or  as  the  Revolutionills  affected 
to  call  them,  trading  Ariftocrats,  and  had  attracted 
their  notice,  as  being  in  their  opinion,  as  rich,  and 
more  avaricious,  than  thole  they  had  already  attacked. 

It  would  ieem,  that  for  thefe  two  years  pall,  the  more 
virtuous  and  enlightened  part  of  the  Genevefe  have 
laboured  under  a  fort  of  infatuation,  which  by  an  ill- 
timed  fpirit  of  moderation  and  forbearance,  have 
drawn  upon  them  the  very  dangers,  they  molt  v\ifhed 
to  avoid.     Thefe  very  men,  for  inilance,  whole  turn 

of 
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of  perfecution  was  now  come,  had  been  weak  enough 
to  believe,  that  the  late  military  preparations  were 
made  with  no  other  view  than  to  provide  for  their 
fafety,  and  the  fecurity  of  the  National  independence. 
They  therefore  had  waited  the  event  of  the  conttft 
with  anxiety,  and  had  continued  their  prayers  for  thofe 
who  were  in  the  end  fuccefsful,  until  they  were  in- 
formed, by  the  victors  themfelves,  that  they  and  their 
property  were  to  be  the  fruits  of  the  viclory. 

Although  the  Tribunal  had  declared  in  its  firfl 
Report,  that  the  Nation  was  at  la  ft  Jufficiently 
'  avenged,  yet,  in  the  fecond,  it  aflerted  that  the  fevc- 
i  lities  which  had  been  exercifed  on  the  former  occa- 
1  fion,  had  proved  infufficient  to  reprejs  all  the  enemies  of 
:  public   happinefs  *.     It    therefore    recommenced    its 

operations 

,  *  The  hypocritical  impudence  of  this  fecond  Report,  which 
was  publifhed  on  the  6th  of  September,  furpaffes,  if  pofiible, 
that  of  the  firfl.  The  terms  of  Liberty,  Juflice,  and  Virtue,  are 
ufed  with  the  fame  fcandalous  effrontery  ;  and  it  concludes  with 
the  fame  exhortation  to  the  Genevefe  to  be  virtuous,  to  be  induflricus, 
and  to  ke°.p  it  conjiantly  in  their  remembrance,  that  the  traffic e  rf  dc- 
meflic  virtue  is  the  bejl,  the  only  foundation  of  public ;  the  only 
reward,  which  the  Members  of  the  Tribunal  offer  all  their  labours. 

The  members  of  this  Tribunal  were  (as  has  been  already  ©b- 
ferved)  almofl  entirely  taken  from  the  lower  ClafTes  of  th& 
People,  and  were  wholly  unknown,  before  the  late  convulfions. 
On  this  account,  the  description  they  give  of  their  rivals,  the 
Mountaineer  leaders,  is  equally  curious  and  inftructive. 
"  Every  Revolution,  fay  they,  brings  into  notice,  individuals, 
•*  who,  till  then,  were  either  unknown,  or  known  only  to  their 
**  difadvantage.  To  the  former  fuch  periods  are  ufeful,  as  they 
**  afford  them  an  opportunity  of  emerging  from  obfeurity ;  to 
"  the  latter,  as  they  enable  them  to  efface  the  remembrance  of 
'«  their  private  infamy,  by  the  affectation  of  public  virtues. 
"  Both  are  equally  aclive,  both  equally  influenced  by  their  own 
"  flfifo  view j  j  both  confider  all  means  as  allowable,  --which  tend  to 
"  the  attainment  of  thofe  views,  and,  under  the  mafk  of  patriot ifm, 
"  both  turn  the  holy  duty  of  infurreclions  againjl  the  real  interejls  of 
'.'  the  irfurgents. 

"  Twelve  months  ago,  a  popular  Society  was  formed,  called 
"  the  Club  of  the  Mountaineers,  who  undertook  to  a£t  as  fentinels 
"  of  liberty.  Under  this  name,  which,  to  the  minds  of  Frenchmen, 

"  imported 
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operations,  by  committing  the  fame  enormities  which 
it  had  accufed  the  Mountaineers  of  intending  to  com- 
mit ;  and  though  the  pretence,  under  which  fo  many 
perfons  were  put  into  confinement,  was  to  protect  them, 
during  the  ftruggle  which  was  likely  to  enfue,  yet  it 
is  now  well  known,  that  the  real  reafon  of  that  mea- 
fure  was,  to  prevent  their  taking  part  in  that  druggie, 
and  to  fecure  them  and  their  property,  as  the  reward  of 
the  victors ;  and  it  is  more  than  probably  that  the  ob- 
ject of  publifhing  the  conciliatory  fpeech,  which  fo 
vehemently  inveighs  againft  further  feverities  f,  was  to 
divert  their  attention  from  the  new  dangers,  that  hung 
over  their  heads. 

In  this  third  fcene  of  the  Tragedy  however,  no  lives 
were  loft,  though  fix  pretended  Ariftocrats  were  fen- 
tenced  to  death;  but  being  abfent,  they  did  not  fuffer: 
eighteen  were  banilhed  for  life,  and  the  reft  either  con- 
fined, 

•*  imported  every  thing  refpe&able,  they  endeavoured  to  depofe 
tc  the  popular  Authorities  of  Geneva,  to  deltroy  what  the  Revo* 
"  lution  had  railed,  and  to  plunge  their  Country  into  that  ftate 
M  of*  confufion,  which  was  moll  favourable  to  the  views  of  thofe, 
*'  who  had  long  been  planning  its  ruin.  One  circumflance 
**  alone  protected  thefe  Confpirators  from  the  punifhment  their 
"  crime  deferved.  The  houfe  of  the  French  Refident  was  their 
•«  place  of  rendezvous,  and  the  fcene  of  their  fecret  and  noc- 
"  turnal  cabals.  That  Miniiter,  who  was  fent  hither  for  the  pur- 
"  pofe  of  preferring  harmony  and  friendfhip  between  the  two 
•'  Nations,  took  advantage  of  his  fvtuation  to  impofe  upon  his 
"  Conllituents,  to  injure  us  in  their  eiteem,  to  fow  difTentions 
"  among  our  patriots  ;  in  fhort,  to  eftablifh  Anarchy  in  Geneva* 
*'  ...  It  was  impoffible  however,  that  fuch  conduct  fhouldbe  per- 
•'  mitted  for  any  length  of  time.  The  refpeS  to  which  he  was 
*c  entitled,  while  he  bore  a  public  character,  was  neceflarily 
"  withdrawn,  when  he  engaged  in  intrigues,  in  falfehoods,  in 
€C  calumnies.  His  behaviour  could  not  long  remain  unknown ;  and 
"  it  was  impoffible  that  the  French  Republic,  which  generoufly 
•'  offers  us  good-tvill  and  fraternity,  would  fuffer  a  Man  who  was 
**  guilty  of  fuch  crimes,  to  continue  to  reprefent  her;  and  fhe  will 
"  undoubtedly  punifh  him  as  he  deferves,  for  daring  to  expofe  hii 
*'  country,  by  his  bale  and  perfidious  conduct,  to  the  danger 
u  feeing  the  Helvetic  Body  added  to  the  number  of  its  Enemies. 

f  See  page  45. 

1  The 
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fined,  or  deprived  of  their  political  rights,  for  periods 
of  different  lengths.*  Trie  reaf  ;n  of  the  latter  part  of 
their  fentence  is  obvious.  The  fuffragesare  given  in 
the  Aflembly  of  the  People,  not  openly,  but  by  ballot ; 
and  as  the  Tribunal  is  perfectly  aware  of  the  real 
fentiments  of  the  greater  part  of  the  Members  of  that 
Afleinbly,  it  takes  great  care  not  to  call  it  together, 
until  it  has  excluded  from  it,  the  greater  part  or'thofe, 
of  whofe  integrity  it  is  afraid.  J 

I  In 

•  The  fecond  Report  of  the  Tribunal,  gives  the  following 
ftatement. 

Of  the  Mountaineers, 

5  were  capitally  convicted  and  executed. 

6  fentenced  to  death  for  non-appearance. 
3  banifhed  for  life. 

7  condemned  to  imprifonment  for  different  periods. 

*7 

The  reft  were  difcharged,  with  an  exhortation  to  be  upon  their 
guard  againjl  intriguers,  and  agitators,  and  to  dijlribute  tbemfel<uu 
among  the  other  Re-volationary  Clubs. 

Of  theAriftocratsand  Neutrals,  or,  as  the  Tribunal  calls  them, 
thofe  --who  did  not  defend  the  rights  of  the  People  at  all,  or  defended 
them  ivith  too  little  zeal, 

6  were  fentenced  to  death  for  non-appearance. 
1 8  banifhed  for  life. 
8  fentenced  to  imprifonment  for  a  year  in  their  own  houfes, 

with  forfeiture  of  all  their  political  rit 
4  to  the  fame  forfeiture,  and  fix  months  imprifonment. 
4  Clergymen  were  fufpended  from  the  exercife  of  their  func- 
tions, with  the  fame  forfeiture. 
14  to  the  fame  forfeiture. 
32  to  a  year's  imprifonment  in  their  own  houfes,  and  fufpen- 

fion  of  their  political  rights  for  two  y>: 
49  to  fix  months  imprifonment,  and  fufpei;  ,0  years. 

103  to   three  months  imprifonment    and    fufpenfion    for  two 

years. 
88  to  fufpenfion  for  two  years. 

1 7  reprimanded  for  want  of  zeal  in  the  defence  of  trie  rights  of 
•—  the  People,  and  difcharged. 

343 

X  The  Tribunal  took  no  pains  to  conceal  their  reafo.i.  This 
meafure,  fay  they  in  their  Report,  is  akfAutely  necefjary  undtr  our 

prefnt 
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In  the  mean  time,  the  powers  of  the  General  AfTem- 
bly  are  intruded  to  twenty -three  Clubs,  or  Revolu- 
tionary Sections,  in  which  the  Members  give  their 
votes  voce,  and  in  which,  none  dare  open  their 

lips  but  thole,  to  whom  a  ftate  of  tranquillity  is  a 
ftate  of  violence ;  and  whole  audacity  increafes  with 
the  timidity,  and  acquiefcence  of  the  reft. 

Thefe  twenty-three  deliberative  Republics,  as  they 
may  be  called,  meet  twice  a-day,  and  fometimes  coU 
ledtively,  fometimes  feparately,  form  refolutions  the 
moft  inconfillent  and  contradictory  :  fometimes,  they 
permit  the   workmen,   who    are    under  fentence  of 
confinement  to  their  own  houfes,  to  go  to  their  (hops 
three  times  a  day  ;  and  immediately  after,  they  retract 
this  permiiuon.     Sometimes  they  feem  determined  to 
fap  the  very  foundation  of  the  Edifice,  by  revolution- 
izing  the    principles  of  the   riling  generation ;  but 
vrhen  they  obferve,  that  not  a  fmgle  perfon  of  thofe 
engaged  in  the  public  education  of  youth,  has  adopted* 
or  will  adopt  their  fvftem,  they  purpofe  to  put  them 
all  into  a  prcvifional  ftate  of  requiJJ/icn,  until  they  can 
fupplv  their  places,  or  do   without  them  j  for  they 
alreadv  begin  to  cla.r.ouragainft  the  Arts  and  Sciences, 
rifiocracy.     Sometimes,  they  openly 
avow  their  intention  to  unpeople  their  Country,  and, 
'  in  puriuance  of  that  plan,  permit  all  who  wifh  to  leave 

it, 

~:ftances,  and  m  truth, 

cjjary, 

have  on  a. .  :f  the 

uU,   en  U  of  their  right  of  fujf rage  ,   and 

cur  f  -fly  fee  the  jm  :ed  as  propriety, 

ry  the  frfi 
Tribunet. 

trofpecHve  ill  of  courts  affect,  near  a  thoufand 

perfons.     It  is  an  inccr  moil  too  grofs  for  belief,  that 

a  Revolution,  whole  prcfelTed  object  was  to  eflabliih  the  right  of 

has  already  deprived  of  that  privilege,  D 
Lr.e  half  of  thofe,  who  formerly  enjoyed  it. 
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it,  to  retire  with  their  effects ;  but  the  next  day,  they 
are  alarmed  at  the  number  of  Emigrants,  and  the 
quantity  of  property  they  take  with  them,  and  pro- 
hibit the  departure  or  removal  of  either. 

The  queftion,  which  has  hitherto  moil  embarraflfed 
the  Revolutionises,  is  to  determine,  whether  they  fhall 
continue  the  adminillration  of  affairs  in  the  hands  of 
the  Revolutionary  Tribunal,  or  reftore  it  to  the  Con- 
ftitutional  Government,  which,  though  fufpended,  is 
not  diffolved,  nor  without  hopes  of  being  able  to  re- 
fume  its  authority.  For  the  prefent,  it  is  agreed,  that 
the  Tribunal  fhall  remain  another  month  in  ornce, 
under  the  title  of  National  Liquidatory  Commiffton  ; 
with  exprefs  orders  to  coiled  all  the  confifcated  pro- 
perty, and  apply  it  to  the  fupport  of  Eftablifhmenrs 
for  the  encouragement  of  induftry,  the  prevention  of 
poverty,  and  the,  promotion  of  general  happinejs ^:  which, 
notwithstanding  fuch  effectual  means  to  introduce  it, 
is  (till,  to  the  great  aftonifhment  of  the  lower  claries  of 
the  People,  as  diftant  as  ever. 

But  though  the  minds  of  the  public  are  thus  buoyed 

up   with  hopes  of  future  happinefs,    they  are  not  the 

lefs  expofed  to  prefent  remorle  and  anxiety.     Ii  is  not 

in  the  power  of  their  Leaders  to  conceal  from  them, 

that  they  are  confidered  as  a  worthlefs  and  degenerate 

People,    by   every   part  of  Europe.     Holland,    the 

ancient  Ally  of  Geneva,  looks  upon  the  prefent  Magif- 

trates,  as  a  let  of  Banditti,  and  in  order  to  preferve  the 

property  of  thofe,    who  are  trembling    under  their 

tyranny,  has  put  it  into  fequeltration.     The  principal 

Towns  of  Germany  have  prohibited  all  commercial 

intercourfe  with  them.    The  Swifs  have  placed  guards 

along  their  frontiers,  to  prevent  the  entrance  of  all 

I   2  perfons 

*  Bcfides  this,  I  am  informed,  that  the  new  Commiifion  has  it 
in  contemplation  to  lay  fuch  taxes,  as,  eventually,  will  tend  to 
equ  alize  all  private  fortunes,  and  reftore  the  Golden  Jge,  which, 
the  People  is  told,  will  be  the  beginning  of  tbt  reign  of  Equality, 
Mid  the  completion  of  the  RcvoIutioM, 
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pcrfons  concerned  in  the  Revolution,  or  who  were  in 
arms  while  it  was  carrying  on  ;  and  refufe  them 
admittance  with  as  much  care,  as  if  they  were  infe£ted 
with  the  plague.* 

But  though  thefe  are  facts  too  notorious  to  be  con- 
cealed, the  prefent  Government  endeavours  to  per- 
iuade  the  deluded  People,  that,  however  they  are  ab- 
horred by  their  immediate  neighbours  and  connexions, 
they  are  not  without  friends  and  admirers,  at  a  di- 
ftance.  For  this  purpofe,  on  the  firft  of  laft  month, 
they  gave  orders  for  a  Civic  Feaft,  in  which,  in  allu- 
fion  to  the  compliment  lately  paid  them  by  the  French^ 
and  to  (hew  themfelves  not  unworthy  of  a  comparifon 
with  the  great  Republic  of  the  new  World,  they 
pompoufly  difplayed  the  American  flag,  and  with 
great  effrontery  placed  it  next  to  their  own.  It  was 
cafily  indeed,  to  fee  fhame  and  remorfe,  painted  on 
the  countenance  of  every  perfon  prefent  at  the  cere- 
mony. But  what  are  we  to  think  of  a  People,  which 
retains  no  quality  of  virtue,  but  the  confcioufnefs  of 
guilt,  nor  any  mark  of  courage,  but  the  obflinacy  of 
perfeverance  ? 

There  is  now  hardly  one  Genevan  of  property,  or 
education,  who  has  not  ieverely  felt  the  effects  of  the 
Revolution.  In  fa6V,  if  to  the  former  508  victims, 
we  add  the  laft  343,  we  fhall  find,  that  it  has  fwept 
away  nearly  one  half  of  thofe  who  compofed  the 
General  Affembly,  before  the  late  introduction  of 
about  1000  Natives,  and  nearly  the  fame  number  of 
Foreigners. 

To  complete  the  mocking  picture,  the  French 
foldiers  themfelves,  who  were  in  fome  degree  the 
inftruments  of  the  Revolution,  could  not  refrain  from 
tears,  at  the  bare  recital  of  fome  of  the  fcenes,  which 

took 

*  Since  the  date  of  this  letter,  I  have  heard  that  the  feverity 
of  thefe  meafures  had  been  confiderably  relaxed  ;  but  they  clearly 
fhew  what  the  Power*  who  adopted  them,  think  of  the  Revo- 
lution. 
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look  place  in  the  courfe  of  it.  In  fpite  of  the  bar- 
barous orders  of  Soulavie,  the  neighbouring  Munici- 
palities openly  protected  fuch  as  were  fortunate  enough 
to  make  their  efcape.  Even  the  Leaders  of  the  parties 
in  Paris,  the  cruel  authors  of  all  our  mifery,  affected 
to  be  moved  at  it,  and  either  becaufe  they  had  not 
fhared  in  the  plunder,  or  becaufe  theGenevefe  had  fo  far 
out-done  them  on  their  own  principles,  or  perhaps 
becaufe  they  were  alarmed  at  the  abhorrence,  which 
thefe  events  have  excited  againvt  their  Syftem,  in  every 
part  of  Switzerland,  Germany,  Holland,  and  England, 
condemned  the  Revolution  j  and  I  have  been  informed 
that  one  of  the  Committees  in  Paris,  has  written  to  its 
imprudent  and  precipitate  difciples,  to  put  an  end  to 
exceiTes  fo  injurious  to  the  caufe,  and  that  the  Gene- 
*vefe  Minifter  in  France  is  indefatigable  in  his  endea- 
vours, to  diffuade  his  Condiments  from  imitating  the 
meafures  of  Roberfpierre,  which  mud,  fooner  or 
later,  eftrange  from  them  the  only  Ally,  their  conduct 
has  not  already  deprived  them  of.* 

We  have  now  a  complete  diftindb  view,  of  every 
part  of  the  inundation  which  has  overwhelmed  the 
unfortunate  Geneva,  Beginning  with  the  flight,  and 
apparently  unimportant  alteration  made  in  the  Consti- 
tution, by  the  introduction  of  the  right  of  Universal 
Suffrage,  in  1792,  we  may  trace  it  through  all  the 
ftages  of  gradually  increafing  violence,  till  it  attained 
its  full  height  of  fury  and  devaftation,  in  1794,  and 
had  completely  fwept  away  every  rule  of  focial  order, 
and  cverv  veltige  of  focial  happinefs. 

The 

*  Among  the  proofs  of  the  difapprobation  of  the  French,  they 
have  reprinted  the  fpirited  proclamation  of  the  Great  Council  of 
Berne,  which  the  Reader  will  find  at  length,  page  3 1  ;  and 
a  Deputy  of  the  Convention,  who  vifitcd  fume  of  the  Depart- 
ments, in  the  neighbourhood  in  Geneva,  lately  expreffed  fimilar 
fentiments  of  the  Revolution,  and,  though  invited  to  come  and 
receive  the  fraternal  embrace,  refufed  to  enter  the  Town. —  TbM 
Refidcnt  who  fucceeded  Soidavie,  is  one  of  the  Moderate  Party, 
and  the  firfl:  ftep  taken  by  him,  was  to  fend  his  predecefTor,  under 
a  ftrong  guard,  to  Paris,  to  anfwer  for  his  conduit. 
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The  firft  intimation  we  had  of  its  approach*  was  thd 
adoption  of  the  modeft  and  benevolent  term  of 
Citizen,  which  the  Authors  of  our  ruin  ufed  in  their 
intercourfe  with  each  other,  and  under  colour  of 
which,  they  fucceeded  in  eftablifhing  an  equality  of 
political  rights  :  but  the  pupils  of  the  Jacobins,  fbon 
fhewed  ihemfelves  worthy  of  their  mailers,  and,  from 
the  equalization  of  rights,  proceeded  with  fyftematic 
regularity,  through  all  the  intermediate  ftages  ot 
plunder,  profcri prion,  and  murder,  to  their  great 
object,  the  Equalization  of  property  * 

It 

*  It  is  worthy  of  remark,  that  in  the  language,  and  familiar" 
idiom  of  the  European  Nation,  which  is  moil  diftinguifhed  in 
modern  times,  for  the  vigilance  with  which  it  watches  over  its 
political  rights,  the  terms  of  Liberty  and  Property  are,  on  almofl 
all  occafions,  found  united.  In  truth,  it  muft  be  obvious  to  every 
obferver,  that  the  Jacobinical  Leaders  and  teachers  of  this, 
as  well  as  of  former  ages,  have  never  been  able  completely  to 
attach  the  lower  clafles  of  Society  to  their  caufe,  till  they  have 
held  out  a  more  equal  dijlribution  of  property,  as  one  of  the  imme- 
diate objecls,  and  neceffary  confequences,  of  their  plan. — Unable 
to  comprehend  the  ftru&ure  of  that  vaft  and  complicated  fabric, 
of  which  they  are,  in  fadt,  the  moft  important  part,  though  treated 
in  the  forms  of  language,  as  the  moft  irconfiderable,  thofe 
claiTes  lifren  with  very  little  interefr,  to  refined  metaphyseal 
difcuflions  of  abjlracl  Right,  and  are  hardly  thankful  for  any 
addition  to  their  political  importance,  which  does  not,  in  fomc 
form  or  other,  tend  to  the  acquiiltion  or  increafe  of  property, 
and  confequently  of  thofe  enjoyments,  which  in  the  apprehenfion 
of  the  greater  part  of  them,  are  the  only  purpofes,  for  which  pro- 
perty can  rationally  be  collected.  But  when  they  are  told,  that 
under  the  new  Syflem,  the  fuperfluities  now  walled  by  the  un- 
feeling extravagance  of  the  Rich,  will  be  reftored  to  the  Poor, 
and  applied  with  fcrupulous  fidelity,  to  their  relief  and  fupport ; 
that  thofe  who  are  now  obliged  to  earn  their  daily  fubfiflence, 
by  their  daily  toil,  will,  under  the  aulpicious  influence  of  that 
Syftem,  be  enabled  to  live  in  comfort,  with  little  exertion  of 
their  own,  they  greedily  catch  at  the  bait ;  each  of  them  is  bribed 
by  his  own  felfifhnefs,  and  they  throw  their  whole  weight  into  the 
fcale  of  thofe,  whofe  language  is  fo  alluring  to  their  avidity,  and 
fo  confoling  to  their  diitrefies. 

Their  Seducers,  however,  are  careful  to  conceal  from  them  the 
extent,  to  which  they  mean  to  apply  their  do&rines.     They  are 

careful 
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It  is  extremely  probable,  that  the  Leaders  of  the 
Revolution  were  not,  at  firft,  aware  of  the  confequences 

of 

careful  to  conceal  from  them,  that,  by  a  law  anterior  to  all  human 
inftitutions,  the  natural  ftate  of  the  human  race,  is  a  ftate  of  labour : 
that  property  is  nothing  but  the  fruit  of  that  labour :  that  to 
feenre  to  each  individual,  the  enjoyment  of  that  fruit,  it  is  effen- 
tially  neceffary,  that,  by  the  fundamental  Laws  of  every  human 
community,  Property  be  nbfolutely  inviolable  ;  that  thofe  Laws  are 
perfect,  and  the  Community  which  lives  under  them,  free  and 
happy,  in  proportion  only  as  Property  is  fecured  from  the  lawlefs 
attack  of  the  Freebooter  on  t.ie  one  hand,  or  the  capricious 
rapacity  of  Defpotifm  on  the  other  ;  that  the  inviolability  of 
Property  is  the  great  incitement  to  Induftry,  as  the  different  de- 
grees of Induftry,  are,  originally,  the  fole  caufes  of  the  unequal 
diftribution  of  Property;  that  this  inequality  of  diltribution  is 
both  caufe  and  effect ;  and  as  it  owes  its  being  to  Property,  Co,  in 
its  turn,  it  gives  birth  to  tenthoufand  new  modes  of  employment, 
by  which  new  Property  is  created,  and  new  induftry  excited, 
until  by  an  apparently  infinite  feries  of  reciprocal  action  and 
mutual  reproduction,  the  great  Syftem  of  Social  Life,  with  all  its 
harmonious  relations  and  beautiful  dependencies,  is  completely 
formed;  that  confequently,  to  attack  the  unequal  diftribution,  is 
to  attack  the  inviolability  of  Property  ;  it  is  to  unravel  the  web, 
and  fend  us  back  to  the  times  of  the  Freebooter  and  the  Defpot, 
when  Men  are  few,  becaufe  Induftry  is  unrewarded,  and  are 
miferable,  becaufe  Property  is  unfafe. 

That  fuch  are  neceffarily  the  ultimate  confequences  of  their  prin- 
ciples, the  Jacobins  cf  every  age  know  perfectly  well ;  but  in  no 
inflance,  has  it  been  their  object  to  pufli  their  principles  to  their 
ultimate  confequences  ;  fuch  a  flight  and  temporary  fufpenfion  of  the 
Jaws  of  Society,  fuch  a  partial  diforgani%ation,  (to  ufe  the  jargon 
of  the  modern  School)  as  will  put  them  into  the  feats  of  thofe  in 
whofe  hands  power  or  property  are  now  lodged,  is  all  they  wifh 
for,  or  aim  at :  more  would  defeat  their  purpofe  ;  and  he  mud 
be,  not  only  a  negligent  reader  of  Hiftory,  but  an  inattentive 
obferverof  what  paries  in  our  own  times,  and  in  our  own  neigh- 
bourhood, who  does  not  know,  that  thofe  who  raife  themfelves  to 
greatnefs  by  violating  the  great  principles  of  Social  Order,  are 
as  anxious,  when  they  feel  themfelves  firm  in  their  feats,  to  reftore 
and  maintain  thofe  principles,  and  punifh  every  imitation  of  their 
own  conduct,  or  application  of  their  own  doctrines,  as  feverely, 
as  if  they  were  the  legitimate  pofteffors  of  the  fituations  they 
have  ufurped. 

In  truth,  no  Revolution,  effected  upon  Jacobinical  principles, 
has  ever  had,  or  ever  can  have,  any  other  effect,  than  that  of 
transferring  property  and  power  into  new  hands,  at  the  expence 


[     64     ] 

of  what  they  were  doing  in  1792,  or  of  the  dangers 
to  which  the  introduction  of  the  1  rench  doctrines 
expofed  them;  and  that,  if  ir  had  been  poffible  at  that 
time  to  fhew  (hem  the  lent  s  of  h  jrors,  and  crimes, 
into  which  they  would  be  progreffively  led,  they 
would  have  fhuddered  at  the  thought  of  what  it  is 
now  their  boaft  to  have  effected.  But  however  this 
may  be,  it  is  at  lead  certain,  that  the  confpiracy  was 
at  that  period  only  in  the  bud  ;  and  it  is  eafy  to  con- 
ceive, that  under  a  Government  fo  feeble  as  ours  then 
was,  it  would  have  been  difficult  to  eftablifh  the 
exiftence  of  it,  by  fuch  evidence,  as  a  Court  of  Juftice 
requires.  Not  that  this  difficulty  would,  under  any 
other  circumftances  than  thofe,  under  which  the  old 
Government  then  flood,  havejuftifiedit  in  not  making 
the  attempt  ;  but  the  Reader  will  recollect,  that  we 
were  then  entirely  furrounded  by  the  territory  of 
France,  that  her  troops  were  at  our  gates,  and  waited 
only  for  fuch  an  opportunity  as  that  meafure  would 
have  afforded,  to  enter  them,  and  violently  annex  our 
Republic  to  their  own. 

It  is  diftrefling  to  humanity  to  re  fie  ft,  that  a  fate  fo 
melancholy  fhould  have  been  referved  for  a  city  fo  dif- 
tinguifhed  as  Geneva  was,  for  the  generous  and  bene- 
volent fpirit  of  its  inhabitants,  and  the  alacrity  with 
which  thofe  in  eafy  circumftances  always  ftepped  for- 
ward 

of  jaftice,  humanity,  private  happinefs,  and  public  tranquillity. 
On  all  fuch  occafions,  the  great  Mafs  of  the  People,  whofeinterefl 
is  the  pretext,  as  its  credulity  is  the  inftrument  of  the  Revolution, 
has  ever  found,  and  ever  will  find,  that  "  the  holy  duty  of  Injur- 
M  rettion  (to  ufe  the  words  of  the  Genevan  Tribunal)  is  turned 
*'  againjl  the  Infurgents  :*'  it  will  difcover,  by  the  tone  of  its  nevr 
Mafters,  that  every  thing  around  it  has  changed,  except  its  own 
condition ;  and  will  return,  difappoit.ted  and  mortified,  to  its 
former  fituation,  with  nothing  to  confole  it  for  the  interruption  of 
its  happinefs,  and  the  lofs  of  its  innocence.  In  Geneva,  where 
the  people  of  property  have  all  been  either  plundered  or  driven 
away,  the  induflrious  poor  already  compare  their  fituation  to 
that  of  a  Town  on  the  Banks  of  a  River,  the  inhabitants  of  whic& 
tare,  in  a  fit  of  madnefs,  turned  the  ftream  into  another  bed. 
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ward  to  relieve  the  wants,  and  alleviate  the  diftrefTes 
of  their  fellow-citizens ;  where,  in  fhort,  the  Syndic 
Cay  la  was  not  the  only  perfon,  who  devoted  a  large 
proportion  of  his  income  to  the  poor,    and,  in  the 
adminiftration  of  it,  confidered  himfelf  as  only  their 
Steward.     Nor  was  the  manner  in  which   this  bene- 
ficent fpirit   diftributed  its  bounty,  lefs  amiable  than 
the  fpirit  itfelf.     Pains  were  token  to  anticipate  the 
calls  of  Poverty,  and  its  diftrefTes  were  relieved,  with 
the   mod   attentive   delicacy.     It   is  a  certain    facT, 
that  the  Annual  Fund,  which   was  voluntarily  pro- 
vided at   Geneva   for   the  relief  of   the    Poor,    in- 
cluding  public   and   private   fubferiptions,    endow- 
ments, and  donations   of    every   kind,    was  feldom 
lefs,    and  not  unfrequently,  more  than  the  whole  re- 
venue of  the  State;  and   that  in   fact,    a  fifth    part 
of  the  population  of  the    Republic,  was  fupported 
by    the   contributions    of    the    reft ; — of    thofe,     in 
fhort,    who  have  fince  fallen  facrifices  to  the  blind 
and  brutal  fury  of  the  objects  of  their  bounty  *.    Be- 
fides  this,  there  was  nothing  in   Geneva  upon  which 
the  fpirit  of  reform  could  operate  ;  there  was  no  rich 
and  indolent  Clergy  to  be  plundered,  no  deep-rooted 
abufes  to  be  removed,  no  Baft i lie  to  be  deftroyed,  no 
proud  Nobility  to  be  humbled  :  the  wealthier!  and 
moft  ancient  families  had  no  fuperiority  of  rank  over 
the  neweft  or  pooreft  ;   the  diltinclion   of  Patrician 
and  Plebeian  was  unknown,  and,  by  our  fundamental 
Laws,  no  Genevan  could  claim  any  pre  eminence  over 
his  fellow-citizens,  except  what  he  might  derive  from 
a  temporary  elevation  to  office  by  their  free  choice. 

K  With 


•  In  the  midft  of  the  confufion  and  diftrefs,  which  the  late 
Revolution  occafioned,  the  native  benevolence  of  the  Genevefe 
character  was  ftill  confpicuous.  A  fubfeription  being  opened 
for  the  relief  of  the  poor,  thofe  who  had  been  almoft  wholly 
ftripped  of  their  property,  contributed  to  it  a  portion  of  what  they 
had  faved,  from  pillage  or  confifcation;  and  the  fubfeription 
amounted  to  feveral  thoufand  louis  d'ors,  in  a  very  few  days. 
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With  refpeft  to  the  application  of  the  public  Re- 
venue,  the  fcrupulous  economy  of  the  Magiftrates 
who  managed   it,    if  inferior  co  any  thing,  was  only 
inferior  to  their  difintereftednefs,  of  which  there  needs 
no  other  proof,  than  that  the  firft  ftep  taken  by  their 
fucceffors,  was  to  double,  and,    in  fome    inftances, 
to    treble  the  falaries  of  their  offices  ;  and  yet,  thefe 
fabrics,  thus   doubled  and  trebled,  were  inefficient 
to  fupport   their  extravagance,  or  fatiate   their    ra- 
pacity f.     They    have     even    confefTed,     that,     in 
the    courfe   of    the    firft   feven    weeks,    they    dif- 
burfed,  that  is  to  fay,  they  di flip ated,    17000  louis 
cPors,  and,   confequently,   that  out   of  37000  louis 
d'ors,  which,  they  fay,  was  the  {hare  of  the  public 
in  the  fpecie,  goods,  and  plate,  which  had  been  con- 
fifcated,  there  are  now  only  200CO  remaining  in  the 
Revolutionary  Trcafury  ;  though  the  whole  37000  is 
a  fum,  very  far  (hort  of  what  that  fhare  ought  to  have 
been  J, 

The  fmallnefs  of  the  Theatre  on  which  this  Revo- 
lutionary Tragedy  was  acled,  makes  it,  perhaps,  more 
eafy  to  comprehend  the  management,  and  connexion 
of  the  fcenery  exhibited  in  the  courfe  of  it. 

It 


f  During  the  whole  courfe  of  the  Revolution,  the  chiefs  were 
constantly  giving,  and  receiving  entertainments,  of  the  moil  ex- 
penfive  kind,  which  were  paid  for  out  of  the  public  purfe,  and 
ufually  ended  in  the  grofieft,  and  moil  difgufting  debauchery ; 
while  the  fubalterns  quartered  themfelves  upon  the  more  opulent 
Citizens,  whofe  cellars,  as  well  as  every  other  part  of  their 
houfes,  they  ufed  at  their  difcretion. 

X  The  Accounts  were  publiihedon  the  icth  of  September  ;  and 
contain  articles  which  are  almoft  incredible.  They  are  in  faft 
little  more  than  a  lift  of  breakfajls,  dinners, /uppers,  Jyrups,  liqueurs, 
foreign  ivines,  beer,  orgeat,  lemonade,  pipes,  tobacco,  bair-fowder,  po- 
matui?:,  ribbands,  and  ivajh-balls,  for  the  ufe  of  the  public  Func- 
tionaries. Befides  thefe,  there  are  charges  of  different  fums 
paid  to  them  in  advance,  beyond  their  falaries;  and  there 
is  one  charge  of  6  Louis  and  a  half,  for  fire-engines  to  di/perfe  the 
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It  cannot  fail  therefore,  to  engage  the  attention  of 
every  man,  who,  like  You,  Sir,  views  with  a  philofo- 
plical  eye,  the  wonderful  changes  with  which  the  Re- 
volutionary fpirit  threatens  the  Chriftian  world,  and 
in  order  to  difcover,  if  poflible,  the  termination  of 
thofe  changes,  endeavours  to  trace  them  up  to  their 
firft  caufes  :  and  every  fuch  man  mull  fee  with  alarm, 
both  for  himfelf  and  for  his  fellow-creatures,  that  the 
moft  probable  refult  of  them  will  be,  to  prepare  man- 
kind, when  they  can  no  longer  bear  the  capricious 
tyranny  of  the  Mob,  to  fubmit,  with  the  fullen  pa- 
tience of  defpair,  to  the  will  of  a  fingle  Defpot. 

Among  the  many  falutary  truths,  which  may  be 
collected  from  the  Revolution,  of  which  I  have  given 
an  imperfect,  but,  I  hope,  not  an  uninterefling  fketch, 
the  following  appear  to  me  to  be  entitled  to  the  ferious 
confideration  of  your  Countrymen. 

t.  That  a  fingle  Revolution,  if  conducted  with 
moderation,  and  not  carried  too  far,  may  fometimes 
prove  the  foundation  of  Liberty  -,  but  that  a  fecond, 
and  all  fucceffive  Revolutions,  are  the  certain  bane 
and  deftruction  of  it  ->  for  the  inevitable  confequence 
of  all  fuch  events,  is  to  make  the  people  indifferent 
to  liberty;  and  indifference,  we  know,  is  foon  fuc- 
ceeded  by  difguft,  as  difguft  is  eafily  increafed  into 
averfion. 

2.  That  however  a  Nation  may  be  accuMomed  to 
civil  commotions,  a  Revolution,  in  the  modern  fenfe 
of  the  term,  is  certainly  the  greateft  evil  that  can 
befall  it. 

3.  That  the  Authors  of  every  fuch  Revolution* 
are  uniformly  the  fecond  victims  to  it. 

4.  That  the  moral  character  of  the  mod  virtuous 
Nation,  affords  no  fecurity  whatever,  that  Revolu- 
tionary doctrines,  if  fuffered  to  be  propagated  in  it, 
will  have  alefs  pernicious  influence  upon  irs  manners, 
than  upon  thofe  of  any  other  Nation.  It  is  impof- 
fible  chat  thofe  doctrines  can  take  root  in  any  fuch 

K  2  Nation 
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Nation,  without  producing  a  complete,  and  radical 
change  in  its  rhara&er.  It  is  barely  two  months  fincc 
the  Genevefe  defervedly  poffeffed  the  reputation  of  a 
brave  and  humane  People.  One  fingle  night  of 
Revolution,  by  putting  the  arms  which  had  been 
wrefted  from  the  people  of  property,  into  the  hands  of 
thofe  who  porTefTed  nothing,  inftantly  changed  the 
the  former  into  daftardly  cowards,  and  the  latter  into 
ferocious  beads  of  prey. 

5.  That  wherever  a  Revolution  upon  French  prin- 
ciples makes  its  appearance,  it  will  infallibly  begin, 
at  the  very  point  at  which  the  French  ended  ;  viz.  by 
making  terror  the  order  of  the  day,  by  deflroying  re- 
ligion, and  the  order  of  Society  ;  and  by  expofmg  pro- 
perty to  promiicuous  pillage,  and  the  owners  of  it  to 
proscription  and  deflruction. 

6.  That  the  fate  of  the  civilized  part  of  the  World, 
and  indeed,  of  human  nature  itfelf,  depends,  at  this 
critical  moment,  upon  the  conduct  of  the  People  of 
Property.  They  cannot  now  be  ignorant  of  their 
danger;  and  they  may  be  afiured,  that  timidity  and 
difunion  are  more  ruinous  to  their  caufe  than  any 
exertions  of  their  Enemies,  and  that  the  moment  they 
fuffer  their  refolution  to  be  fhaken,  their  ruin  is 
inevitable. 

7.  That  the  new  Revolutionary  Doctrines  are  more 
deftructive  in  free  States  than  elfewhere;  becaufe 
free  States  have  nothing  to  add  to  Liberty  but  the 
abufe  of  it,  and  confequently,  nothing  to  adopt  from 
fuch  doctrines,  but  the  excefles  to  which  they  lead* 

8.  That  it  is  plain  from  the  example  of  Geneva, 
that  free  States  are  the  moil  expofed  to  the  introduction 
of  thofe  principles ;  becaufe  it  is  in  free  States  only, 
that  the  forms  of  Government,  give  an  opportunity 
of  turning  liberty  into  licentioufnefs,  and  licentiouf- 
nefs  into  crimes  of  the  deepeft  dye. 

9.  That  every  Nation  which  has  the  happinefs  to 
enjoy  a  temperate  and  well-regulated  Liberty,   may 

be 
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be  aflured,  that  the  only  means  to  preferve  it,  is  to 
rife  in  a  mafs,  and  repiefs  the  firft  attempt  to 
abufe  it,  with  as  much  vigour  as  they  would  oppofc 
the  firft  encroachments  of  Power. 

With  thefe  reflexions  I  fhall  clofe  this  melancholy 
narrative;  and  I  am  fure,  Sir,  it  is  unneceflary  for  mc 
to  defcribe  to  You,  the  feelings  that  rife  in  the  bofom 
of  a  Genevan,  who  once  fondly  loved  his  country, 
when  he  feels  himfelf  bound  by  his  duty  as  an  Hifto- 
rian,  and  by  the  facred  regard  he  owes  to  truth,  to 
hold  up  the  conducl  of  that  country,  and  the  cala- 
mities  that  have  followed  from  it,  as  a  warning  to  the 
reft  of  mankind.  That  duty  I  have  difcharged  to 
the  beft  of  my  power,  and  my  painful  tafk  is  over* 
The  Revolution  is  now  complete;  it  has  already  af- 
fumed  the  general  hue  of  all  fuch  events ;  and  the 
hiftory  of  Geneva  will  hereafter  be  the  hiftoryof  the 
great  Planet  to  which  fhe  is  become  a  fatellite.  Her 
boafted  independence  is  now  but  an  empty  found; 
and  her  fons  have  nothing  left,  but  to  lament  her  fate 
in  filence. 

I  am,  &c. 


POSTSCRIPT. 

Louden,  Jan.  i,  1795. 

JD  Y  the  laft  accounts  from  Geneva,  it  appears,  that 
fince  the  fall  of  the  Mountaineers  and  their  patron 
SnhrvUj  all  fears  of  an  invaCon  from  France  are  laid 
alkie:  that  Nation  entered  on  the  7  th  of  laft  September 
into  a  new  folemn  engagement  to  take  no  flep  that 
fhall,  in  the  fm:^  a  fie  it  the   independence 

x>ur.      For:  .rement,  however,  we 

are  not  io  :  :ed  to  any  new  principle  of 

Jirilice  operating  on  the  minds  of  the  French,  as  to 
their  periuafion,  that  Geneva  is  in  reality,  though  not 
in  name,  the  :  their  tools,  the  Revolu- 

rionifls,have  ;h  lengths,  and  committed  thena- 

rs fo  completely,  as  to  be  i  much  better  garrifoa 
for  them,  than  any  number  of  their  own  troops  could 
be. 
Hk  ::"  that  unfortunate  City  have  there- 

i   the  i  :urn  their  whole 

nradoa  tc  the  proiecution  of  the  fyftem  of  quiet 
plunder,  s  has   enabled   them  to 

bliflk     For  this  purpofe,  and  either  to  introduce 
the  equalizing  principle  more  efrec^ually,  or  perhaps 
to  Ihew  the  world,  how  far  they  can  go  beyond  their 
pafled  a  Decree  on  th  :  5  eptember, 

vhich  they  laid   l  .  enormoufly  unjuft  tax, 

upon  the  Capital  of  every  man's  fortune,  which  the 
French  financiers  had    been    fatisfied    with  lev 
upon  one  annual  income  c 

th   this   view,  vtding  all  the  people  of 

property  into  three  ciafles,  which  they  dhtinguiflied 

by 
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by  the  names  of  Ariftocntes,  Indifferent*,  and  P 

-o  each  of  thofe  clafies,   afraleofAfT 
ment,    proceeding  in    geometrical    progreffion,     by 
means  of  which   each  individual  rd,  not  only 

according  to  the  value 
to  an  arc  tee   of  his   political  s. — 

h  refpect  Afleflment  is  rr 

on  all  fortunes  amounting  to  £.  300  ilerling  or  up- 
wards, and  incr  they  inertrafe,  till  i: 
40  per  cent,  on  Up  or  ;  of 
the  Indiffere-  not  ex- 
to  more  than  30  per  cent,  on  the  Capital. — The 
Eftates  of  the  Patriots  art  npted  under  the 
value  of  £.  8:c  fterl  nd  are  liable  only  to  the 
amount  of  £,  25  per  cent,  on  Capitals  above:  that  fum. 

The  prcectors  of  d  afure,  h 

not  failed  to  reprefent  it  as  fuggeiied  by  neceffiry,  and 
from  its  .  ;ated.     But  it  is 

certain,  that  they  ha 

violated  their  own  rule  ;  and  even  th  3-jld 

adhere  to  it  more  ftrictly  in  future,  it  is  eafy  to  fee 
that  under  this  fpecies  of  Agrarian  Law,  (the  only 
one  which  a  State  poffefled  of  fo  final!  a  territory 
could  adopt)  the  ruin  of "every  Genevan  in  eafy  cir- 
cumilances  is  inevitable;  and  if  it  be  continued,  every 
incitement  to  induftry  and  honeil  e  muft  be 

removed ;  though  the  authors  of  it 
to  affert,  that  in  order  to  realize  the  good  effects  of 

it  is  abfolutely  neceffary  co  fupport  it  by  a  ge: 
difpofition  to  v:  In  a  Repul  ney,  that 

is  well  conftituted,  or  defires  to  bejo,  indolence  is  a  crime 
againft  the  State,  and  is  no:  -rely  f  unified  by 

infamy  and  bani/bment. 

In  the  mean  time,  the  confequence  of  the  meafure 
has  been  to  reduce  the  little  property  that  was  left  in 
land  or  houles,  to  half  its  value.  The  unhappy  Pro- 
prietors pay  what  is  demanded  of  them,  without 
oppofition  or  remonftrance,  and  are  glad  to  purchafc 

with 


C    7*    ] 

with  what  remains,  leave  to  quit  the  abode  of  fuch 
jealous  and  rapacious  Tyranny.* 

On  one  account  indeed,  this  increafing  depopulation 
is  defirable ;  but  on  another  it  is  be  regretted,  as  ic 
coincides  with,  and  is  indeed  a  part  of,  theplan  of  the 
Leaders  of  the  Revolution,  who  rejoice  at  it,  and 
confider  it  as  the  only  means  of  confirming  their 
triumph,  and  making  their  fyftem  permanent.  Uii 
Jolitudinem  factunt,  pacem  appellant, — 

In  the  mean  time,  thofe  Revolutionifts  whofe  for- 
tunes brought  them  within  the  line  of  the  AfTefTment, 
execrate  a  fyftem  which  makes  them  the  fpoil  of  their 
own  vic"tory,f  and  avow  their  difcontent  and  difap- 

po'ntment 

*  One  Gentleman  was  taxed  to  the  amount  of£.  16,000  fterling: 
among  others  Mr.  J.  Trenchim,  though  pofTt fTed  of  a  landed  eftate 
of  the  value  of  upwards  of  £.  20,000  fterling,  rather  chofe  to 
abandon  it,  than  to  be  plundered  of  his  ready  money,  and  by 
laying,  hold  his  other  property  expofed  to  fubfequent  depreda- 
tions. It  is  confidently  faid,  that  the  Afleflment  has  produced 
about  £ .  600,000  fterling,  amounting  to  nearly  a  third  of  the 
whole  property  in  Geneva,  and  levied  in  a  Town,  the  greater 
part  of  whofe  inhabitants  had  already  loft  four-fifths  of  their 
fortunes,  by  the  depreciation  of  the  aflignats,  in  which  the  French 
pay  the  intereft  of  their  public  debt,  to  thofe  of  their  foreign 
creditors,  whofe  payments  they  have  not  fufpended. 

f  Mr.  Pejlre,  a  very  zealous  partizan  of  the  Revolution,  has 
lately  been  bold  enough  to  circulate  a  pamphlet  in  Geneva 
with  his  name  affixed  to  it,  which  completely  fubftantiates  the 
facts  Hated  in  the  preceding  Letters.  The  difcoveries  it  makes 
are  the  more  worthy  of  notice,  as  they  exhibit  a  perfect  picture 
cf  the  remorfe,  that  uniformly  follows  the  commiflion  of  fuch 
crimes,  as  have  been  perpetrated  in  Geneva. 

After  fhewing  from  ancient  Hiftory,  and  even  from  the  hiftory 
of  Geneva,  that  banifhment  for  political  offences  has,  at  all  times, 
been  highly  injurious  to  the  State  that  has  adopted  it,  M  It 
te  remains,"  fays  the  author,  "  for  me  to  give  my  opinion  on 
V  the  propriety  of  recalling  thofe,  whom  we  have  driven  into 
*'  exile,  and  which  I  fhall  do  with  all  the  freedom  of  a  known 
M  friend  of  Liberty  and  Equality.  In  my  opinion,  juftice, 
•'  prudence,  and  humanity  unite  in  favour  of  the  meafure.  The 
«f  ftate  of  the  Arts  among  us,  our  Trade,  our  Manufactures 
*'  loudly  call  for  it.  Nothing  elfe  can  put  a  period  to  our 
• (  mifery.    There  is  not  now  a  fmgle  perfon  in  Geneva,  who  can 

««  look 


[     73     ] 

pointment  in  the  mod  open  manner.  To  appeafe 
them,  and  to  divert  their  attention,  an  Extraordinary 
Commiffion  was  ififued,  to  enquire  into  and  punitri  all 

appli- 


*'  look  without  tears  at  the  long  lift  of  Citizens,  whom  the 
"  frenzy  of  the  moment  has  forced  to  take  fhelter  in  foreign 
r  Countries.  What  crime  had  they  been  guilty  of?  They 
<€  had,  fay  You,  formed  a  defign  to  overturn  the  very  Confti- 
!■  tution,  which  they  had  lately  accepted  :  But  what  proof  is 
M  thereof  any  fuch  dejign  ?  None.  Not  a  tittle  of  any  was 
"  fuggefted,  in  the  examinations  which  fome  of  them  under- 
V  went.  This  pretended  plot  therefore,  has  vartifhed  like  that 
"  of  1770.  The  difcovery  of  it  was  announced  with  boldnefs, 
f  and  held  out  to  the  public  with  confident  aflurance :  But  in 
'*  vain  does  a  candid  and  impartial  Man  endeavour  topurfue  the 
M  traces  of  it ;  they  elude  the  fearch  even  of  thofe  whofe 
••  bufinefs  it  was  to  detect  and  expofe  them.  It  was  fortunate 
«*  for  the  Tribunal,  that,  as  they  fay  themfelves,  They  folio wed 
"  ?i9  general  rules,  and  <were  guided  by  no  legal  principles.  This 
"  acknowledgement  is  perfectly  new  in  the  annals  of  juftice,  and 
"  renders  every  other  defence  of  their  conduct  fuperfluous. — It 
"  is  alfo  faid,  that  the  banifhed  Citizens  were  attached  to 
"  Ariftocracy;  but  Ariftocracy  no  longer  exifts,  and  if  it  did, 
"  opinions  are  not  cognizable  by  human  Tribunals,  and,  under 
€<  the  reign  of  Liberty  and  Equality,  ought  not  to  be  the  fub- 
"  jects  of  legal  profecution.  Befides,  if  an  attachment  to 
"  Ariftocracy  be  a  crime,  it  is  a  crime  of  which  Roujftau  himfelf 
"  is  guilty  ;  for,  in  one  of  his  letters,  he  exprefsly  fays,  I  gi<vs  a 
".'  moll  decided  preference  to  Ariftocracy,  over  every  other  form  of 
tf  Government." 

"  When  I  look  over  the  lift  of  Citizens  expelled  and  baniflied 
M  their  native  country,  I  cannot  but  think,  that  the  real  object 
•*  of  their  punifhment  was  to  expel  and  banifh  our  trade  with 
■*  them,  and  to  remove  Geneva  itfelf  to  fome  foreign  country. 
"  We  have  in  fact  thrown  our  City  into  our  own  lake,  from 
"  whence  fome  wifer  people  thin  ourfelves  will  raife  it.  The 
M  artift  will  naturalife  his  talents  wherever  he  fettles  himfelf; 
u  new  manufactures  will  compleat  the  ruin  of  ours,  and  the  fpirit 
"  of  commercial  enterprife,  before  which  all  difficulties  vanifh, 
"  will  turn  the  channels,  which  have  hitherto  brought  wealth 
u  and  plenty  to  Geneva,  into  the  adopted  Countries  of  our  un- 
•'   fortunate  Exiles. " 

Since  this  pamphlet,  feveral  publications,  of  a  ftill  bolder  na- 
ture, have  appeared  ;  from  one  of  which,  called  Open  your  eyes, 
an  extract  will  not  be  unacceptable  to  the  reader, 

L  Tell 
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applications  of  any  part  of  the  public  plunder,   to  the 
ufe  of  particular  individuals. 

But  though  this  meafure  profefled  to  fall  on  petty 
delinquents  only ;  yet,  every  man  of  reflexion  law 
at  once  that  it  was  a  farce  ;  nor  have  the  Com- 
miflioners  yet  dared  to  enter  upon  their  offices,   the 

principal 


«'  Tell  us,  ye  creatures  of  Roberfpierre,  you  who  vifited  him 
"  in  Paris,  and  correfponded  with  his  accomplices — thofe  ieven 
*'  of  you  in  particular,  who  fecretly  plotted  the  insurrection  of 
"  the  1 8th  of  July — tell  me — by  what  authority  did  you  prefume 
"  to  decide  on  the  fate  of  your  Country?  Where  are  the  con- 
"  fpiracies,  the  plots,  to  which  I  lent  a  credulous  ear,  and  which 
"  you  folemnly  promifed  to  bring  immediately  to  light  ?  The 
"  People  is  impatient  to  have  fome  account  of  them — that 
*'  People  whom  you  have  led  from  error  to  error,  and  crime  to 
*'  crime,  and  now  leave,  a  prey  to  the  confequences  of  their 
"  folly,  and  the  agonies  of  their  remorfe." 

"  And  you,  Boufquet,  &c.  &c.  do  you  not  fee  the  avenging 
"  Furies,  waving  their  horrid  torches  around  you  ? — Do  you  not  J 
"  fee  the  rivers  of  blood  you  have  fhed  ?  In  vain  would  you 
•*  warn  out  the  deep  ftains  of  innocent  blood,  in  which  you  have  \ 
"  imbrued  your  hands.  In  fpiteof  all  your  endeavoun,  they  ftill  I 
"  appear  on  them.  In  vain  d©  you  hope  to  efcape  the  punifh*.  \ 
*  '  ment  due  to  your  crimes ;  your  fentence  is  already  pronounced,  ( 
**  and  you  may  read  it  in  the  eyes  of  all  around  you,"  &c.  &c. 

The  effe&  of   thefe  pamphlets  has  already  been  to  procure   j 
either  the  reverfal,  or  the  fufpenfion  of  feveral  of  the   fentences 
paHed  by  the  Revolutionary  Tribunal.     This  change  of  circum-    I 
fiances  has  not  efcaped  the  obfervation  of  the  Conftitutional  Go-    | 
vernment,   and  has  induced  them  to  make  an  effort,  though  per- 
haps an  ineffectual  one,  to  iupport  a  fyflem,  which  on  a  former 
occa£on  they  difa vowed. 

By  a  proclamation  ifTued  on  the  5th  of  December,  the  Syndics 
and  Council  peremptorily  forbid  the  Citizens  called  Ariftocr  at  s  and  In- 
different s,  as  well  as  th$fe  called  Mountaineers,  tcform  tbemfel-ves  again  » 
into  Clubs  or  Sociaties,  and  iujified  that,  in  order  tcpreferve  public  tran- 
futility  and  fecurity ,  fuch  citizens  as  are  dejirous  cf giving  their  fenti- 
?nents  to  the  public,  *viil  not  abufe  the  liberty  of  the  prefs,  to  fpread 
dif content,  and  infame  the  fpirit  of  difcerd,  by  declaiming  en  the  tie- 
ceffity  of  rejlor  1, ig  harmony,  confidence  and  union,  under  pain  of  fuch  < 
punijhmeni,   as  fuch  offences  dtfer<ve. 

It  is  plain  from  thefe  circumftances  that  the  fpirit  of  the  Re- 
volution is  nearly  extintt.  But  how  fhall  we  remove  what  it 
has  introduced,  or  reftore  what  it  has  deltroyed  ? 
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principal  criminals  being  afraid  of  fetting  fo  dangerous 
a  precedent;  and,  on  that  account,  determined  to  let 
fmaller  crimes  go  unpunifhed,  however  notorious. 

Neither  this  partiality,   nor   the  caufe  of  it,  have 
efcaped  the  obfervation  ot  the  Revolutionists.     They 
complain  of  it  in  terms  of  the  ftrongeft  indignation. 
But  an  event  has  taken  place   much  more  alarming 
to  the  leaders,  who,  thinking  that  they  had  excluded 
all  perfons  not   of  their  party  from  the   General  Af- 
tembjy,  ventured,  at  laft,  to  call  it  together  for  the  pur- 
pofe  of  electing  a  public  Treafurer.     The  members, 
fhocked  at  the  enormous  wafte  made  in  the   finances, 
iince  the  Revolution,   rechofe  the  former  Treafurer, 
who  was  one  of  the  Magiitrates  dcpofed  in    1792, 
and,  to  the  great  mortification  as  well  a-,  aitonimment 
of  the  Demagogues,  had  at  lead  500  votes  more  than 
any  other  candidate.     But  he  thought  it   prudent  to 
decline  fo  dangerous  a  preference.     The  Flection  of 
this  Gentleman   was  the  effect  of    an   apprehenfion 
generally  entertained  by  the  Revolutionifts,  and  ex- 
prefsly  ftated  in  a  pamphlet  publiihed  by  one  of  them, 
that  the  leaders  meant  to  make  their  retreat  with  the 
whole  of  the   plunder.     Let  us  take   care,   laid  he, 
not  to  entruft  the  management  of 'our  finances ',  of  our  laft, 
our  only  re/ource,  to  Juch  impure  and  blood- thirfty  men. 
Let  us,  as  we  tender  the  'very  exiftence  of  our  Country, 
watch  with  unremitted  vigilance,  over  thefe  men  of  blood, 
theje  bankrupts  in  characler,  as  well  as  in  fortune,  and  to 
prevent  them,  ifpoj/ible,  from  adding  the  worft  of  Jacri- 
leges  to  the  lift  of  their  other  enormities. 

From  this  manner  of  treating  their  chiefs,  ir  is 
plain  that  a  very  confiderable  number  of  the  Revolu- 
tionifts would  gladly  facriflce  the  more  violent  of  their 
accomplices,  and  lay  upon  their  heads  the  punlfliment 
due  to  their  own  offences.  The  demagogues  of 
courfe  are  alarmed  to  find  that  the  Members  of  the 
General  Affembly,  whom  they  thought  prepared  to 
go  any  lengths  with  them,  fhould  take  advantage  of 
5  the 
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the  mode  of  voting  by  ballot,  to  defert  the  principles 
they  avow  in  the  Clubs,  and  to  give  fo  convincing, 
though  indirect  a  proof,  of  their  averfion  to  the 
Revolution. 

in  the  midft  of  this  fcene  of  tyranny  and  devalua- 
tion, the  unfortunate  victims  flattered  themielves 
that  the  new  French  Refident,  when  he  preferrted  his 
credentials,  would  take  that  opportunity  of  recom- 
mending to  the  imitation  of  Geneva,  the  fyftem  of  mo- 
deration, at  prefent  adopted  by  the  Convention  ;  and 
that  the  influence  of  France,  which  had  been  fo  often 
and  fo  fatally  exerted  againft  them,  would  for  once  be 
employed  in  their  favour:  but  he  contented  himfelf 
with  coldly  cenfuring  the  conduct  of  his  Predeceflbr, 
and  alluring  them,  that  as  France  will  never  permit 
other  nations  to  interfere  in  its  domeftic  concerns,  fo 
would  it  fcrupuloufly  abltain  from  intermeddling  in 
thofe  of  other  nations,  particularly  in  thofe  of  an  inde- 
pendent ally. 

What  an  abominable  mixture  of  cruelty,  hypocrify, 
and  irony,  on  the  part  of  a  Nation,  which,  after  openly 
violating  every  law  divine  and  human,  and  exerting 
all  her  flrength  to  plunge  us  into  an  abyfs  of  mifery, 
of  which  modern  Hiftory  affords  no  other  example, 
has  waited  for  the  laft  (truggles  of  the  expiring  vic- 
tim, to  tell  it  with  contemptuous  coldnefs,  that  fhe  can 
only  be  a  fpe&ator  of  its  diftrefs,  and  is  reftrained  by 
the  law  of  Nations  from  interfering  with  more  than 
her  wifhes;  though,  at  the  fame  time,  fhe  refufes  to 
give  us  fo  (light  a  proof  of  the  exiftence  of  even  thofe 
wifhes,  a  recommendation  of  her  own  boafted  mode- 
ration would  afford  ? 

To  make  the  cruelty  of  fuch  conduct  ftill  more 
poignant,  and  perhaps  to  diminifh  the  abhorrence 
which  their  own  barbarities  have  excited,  by  giving  the 
imitation  of  them  an  air  of  ridicule,  the  French  have 
lately  thrown  the  Revolution  of  Geneva  into  the 
fhape  of  a  Farce,  and  exhibited   it  on  one  of  the 
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violating  every  law  divine  and  human,  and  exerting 
all  her  ftrength  to  plunge  us  into  an  abyfs  of  mifery, 
of  which  modern  Hiftory  affords  no  other  example, 
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